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"INTRODUCTION. 





“THE Hindus have always been averse to write their 

*own hisfory. Most of the Hindu kings, speci- 

ally the greatest and mightiest of them, lived 
the life of hermits. They considered kingship to be 
more than a religious duty ; and having performed‘ 
it, thought it best to remain silent about it, _ Their 
subjects followed their example and never chronicled 
their own doings and sufferings ; and thus left the 
future generations quite ignorant of the past. 


2. The blessings of profound peace and liberal 
education conferred on the country by the: British 
- Government, have, however, aroused the people to 
inquire into their own past history, and different — 
tribes and castes are now gathering pieces of inform- 
ation about their ancestors to construct something 
like a connected history of the tribe. During my 
connection with the district of Partabgarh as Head- 
master of the Zila School, I frequently came in contact 
with the Chhattris whose forefathers had, in time long 
past, entered the district as conquerots and settled 
there; but very few knew anything about their 
ancestors, Moreover, the different Pergannahs of the 
district, were occupied by different_ tribes: the 
Sombansis being owners of all the. laid in the 
Partabgarh Pergannah; the Bachgotis, proprietors 
of Patti-Dalippore; and the Bisens, occupiers of 
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‘Behar-Rampur. To inquire anto the past histqry of 
these 2%arate clans was therefore no easy task. 
‘ e 

3. Of these three dominant classes, however, 
the Sombansis appeared to be the most eminent aad 
to have had a glorious past. As descendants of the 
Lunar race whose deeds have formed the subject of 
the<Mahabharat, they trace their descent from the 
_kings that ruled first at Hastinapore (Delhi) and 
eventually at Jhusi (Allahabad). On the disruption 
of thefr sovereignty, they migrated northward, 
colonised and settled in the district, where they 
throve and prospered, aided by their strong right arm 
and knowledge of state-craft. The*Mohammadan 
kings of Delhi not only allowed them to hold the Per- 
gannah of Partabgarh as ‘ Nankar,” #.¢., revenue-free, 
but from time to time rewarded their loyal services 
by settling with them many pergannahs in the 
adjacent districts of Allahabad and Jaunpore. From 
time beyond the memory of man their chieftains held 
the title of Raja and even could confer titles on others ; 
as when Raja~ Singh Deo, the son of the founder 
of the Fort Partabgarh, went to confer the title of 
“Raja” ona Goutam lord of the holy city of Benares ; 
or when Raja Bahadur Singh, even on the decline 
of the Sombansi power, gave the title of “ Lal” 
to Rai Khushhal Singh, the Bisen chief of Behar- 
Rampore.. - 

4. The Bachgoti clan that inhabit the Pergannah 
of Patti-Dalippore are descended from the Mainpuri 
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Chowhans, Suffering much cruelty gt the~hands of 
the terrible Ala-ud-din Khilji, king of Delhi, two 
“Ssions of this stock, Bariyar Singh and his brother 
-Kanh Singh, fled towards the east and came into 
“Oudh. -Kanh Singh thence proceeded towards 
Bengal; but Bariyar Singh entered the service of 
Raja Ram Deo, of Fort Bilkhar (Patti-Dalipnore), 
and, by his superior abilities and consummate courage, 
soon became the commander of his army. In recog- 
nition of his worth, Ram Deo bestowed on “him still 
higher honours, gave him his own daughter in 
marriage, and thus made him the most powerful 
man in his dominions. On the death of the Raja, . 
his master, Bariyar Singh, killed his son Dalip Sah 
and himself usurped the “Guddi.” His progeny 
spread far and wide, not only in the Pergannah of 
Patti-Dalippore, but also in the neighbouring dis- 
tricts of Sultanpore and Fyzabad under the names 
of Bachgotis, Rajwars and Rajkumars. 


5. The Bisen Chhattris of Behar-Rampore 
originally came from Salempore Majholi, a town in 
the Gorakhpore district. Leaving their homes, they 
migrated westward till they reached Manikpore. 
Their ancestor, Rai Hum, sought the protection of the 
celebrated Raja Manik Chand and settled in Bad- 
gawan, a village in the Dhingawas Pergannah. For 
three generations his descendants did mot make much 
progress, nor acquired any settlements. In the 
fourth generation, however, Rai~Ragho sought the 
friendship of the Gurdezi Jagérdars of Manikpore, 
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received ‘com them twelve villages (mostly jungle) to 
colonise, and settled there with all his clansmen. 
Establishing themselves at Derwa, a village on the’ 
borders of the Sombansi domains, they gradually 
rose into importance, accepted service under. the 
Moghal Emperors and were appointed “ Thowdhries.” 
On the death of Aurangzeb, they gave up service and 


. became the owners of a large estate. The Rampore 


branch of this clan became by and by the most 
powerful ‘and the head of their family, Rai Khushhal 
Singh was made “Lal” by the Sombansi Raja Baha- 
dur Singh. His grandson, Lal Hanwant Singh, re- 


- ceived the title of “Raja” from Wajid Ali Shah, the 


last king of Oudh, and Raja Hanwant Singh's grand- 
son, Hon'ble Rampal Singh, still enjoys the same. ~ 


6. Besides the principal clans above described, ~ 
there are three others—Bilkhariyas, Durgbansis and 
the Kanhpuriyas—that are landed proprietors in the 
district. The Bilkhariyas were originally the 
Dikhits of Samoni inthe Banda district. After the fall 
of Kanauj, Ghaiber Sah, one of their chiefs, migrated 
into Oudh, and defeating the Bhars in a pitched battle, 
took possession of Fort Bilkhar, He and his descend- 
ants ruled there long till they were ousted by the 
Bachgoti usurper, Bariyar Singh. Driven from their 
homes, some of the Bilkhariyas sought refuge with 
the Sombansi Rajas of Partabgarh and obtained an 
estate (Antu-Ofnri) in the north of the district. The 
Durgbansis are simply a branch of the Bilkhariyas ; 
and are so called fron Durga Dass, the second son of 
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Raja~Ram Deo, the last of the Bilkha~iya kings. 
They are in possession of a small taluqua in the Patti- 
‘ Dalippore Pergannah. 


7- The Kanhpuriyas trace their descent from 
Raja Manik Chand of Manikpore. This Raja had no 
male issue and had only a daughter whom he gave in 
marriage to the famous Rishi Bharat Dwaj. From 
this marriage two sons were born, one of whom 
turned Brahman and the other Chhattri. ~The latter 
was named Kanh. He gave birth to two sons, Sahas 
and Rahas, that became illustrious as the vanquishers 
of the renowned Bhar chiefs, Tiloki and Biloki, 
The Raja of Kaithoula is descended from Rahas, while 
that of Tiloi from Sahas. The former holds a small 
estate in the Partabgarh district; while the latter, 
holding some lands there, is the proprietor of a very 
large estate in the Rae Bareli district. 


8. From this brief review of the origin and 
status of the several dominant Chhattri clans that 
own the soil of the Partabgarh district, it is_ manifest 
that the Sombansis are the most eminent, not only on 
account of their high lineage, but also the influence 
and power they wielded. They have been acknow- 
ledged as such by all their neighbours, as the latter 
have given them their daughters in marriage. It has 
therefore been thought fit to gather together in this* 
small volume ail that is known about the past history 
of this interesting people. To this end their family 
archives, Kanoongoes’ rec~rdo~ and the traditions 
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narrated 1 their old men, have all contributed. 
The Settlement Report of the Partabgarh district by 
Major Forbes, the Oudh Gazetteer, and the ‘Family 
History of the Chief Clans in the Rae -Bareli District ” 
by Mr. Bennet, have also been freely used as sources 
of information. To the very able authors of these 
works my grateful acknowledgments are due. TIT also 
take. this opportunity of thanking my friend Raja 
Partab Bahadur Singh, Taluquadar of Kila-i-Partab- 
garh, for his kindness in placing at my disposal the 
valuable testimonials and sanads of his father Raja 
Ajit Singh whose loyalty during the Mutiny was so 
very conspicuous. I have attached these papers 
as an appendix to show how true loyalty is rewarded 
by our just and benign Government ; and hope that 
a perusal of the sume will act as an incentive to 
others to display a like conduct towards the British 
Government when occasion requires it. And last 
but not the least I acknowledge with thanks the very 
valuable assistance I received from ‘hakur Har 
Pershad Singh, Diwan of the estate‘ of Kila-Par- 
- tabgarh,~in ascertaining the facts and dates herein 
recorded. 





History 


SOMBANSI RAd 


AND 


Estate “of Partabgqarh in Qudb. 
—_— 
CHAPTERILI, 


Puysicat Features, Poriticat Divisions anp Topo- 
GRAPHY OF THE DistricT OF PaRTABGARH. 


HE district of Partabgarh, so called from the 
ancient grandeur of the Sombansi Raj of 
Partabgarh, lies immediately to the north of the 
Allahabad district. It is bounded on the east by 
the district of Jaunpore, on the west by that of Rae 
Bareli, and on the north by that of Sultanpore. 
The river Sayee flows through four-fifths of the 
district from the north-west to the south-east and 
passes on to the Jaunpore district, where it joins 
the Gomti. The Ganges forms thé western boundary 
of the district and flows in a south-eAsterly direction 
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towards Allahabad, while the Gomti abutting the 
northSgast corner of the district forms the boundary 
“for about five miles. - 


2. The district has an extreme length of 70 
miles and an extreme breadth of 41. The area 3B 
1,436 square miles with a population of 910,895 
souls. 


3. The general aspect of the district is that of 
a richly wooded campaign country, and the soil is light 
but very fertile. The climate is comparatively tem- 
perate and is very salubrious. The heat in summer 
is less than that experienced in the adjacent district 
of Allahabad. and the country lying:to the south of 
the Ganges ; while the climate of the cold season can 
hardly be said to be surpassed by that of any other 
part of India. 


4. The drainage of the district lies towards the 
Sayee which thus, in the rains, becomes a considerable 
stream. It receives the waters of several tributary 
rivulets and “nalas,” among which the Gogra, Lon, 
Sukarni, Baklahee from the south and the Udepur 
and the Mangepur nalas, the Chumrora and Puraiya 
and the Pili Nadi from the north are the most con- 
siderable. The district is in fact the basin of the 
Sayee river. 


5. “There are many natural lakes mostly small, 
but some are of considerable area. The lakes of 
Behti, Nanera and Rohena attain a large size during 
the rains and deserve mention, 
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6. Partabgarh is essentially a Hindu district, 
90 per cent- of the people being Hindus an@ 10 per 
cent. Mussulmans. The population is scattered over 
the villages, and only one town, called Belaghat, ha& 
@ population of over 5,000 souls. 


7. Of the Hindu population about 70 per cent. 
are tillers of the soil. The Brahmans, generally of 
the Sarvaria caste, are the largest in number and the 
Kshatriyas with about half that number come next, 
The four principal classes of landed proprietors are 
the Bachgotis, Sombansis, Bisens and Kanhpuriyas. 
The Pergannah of Partabgarh is the land of the Som- 
bansis, and is 4 remarkable instance of a large area of 
country being owned by a numerous powerful clan 
with its various chiefs, Rajas, Babus and Thakurs. 


8. The religion of the Chattries is the same 
throughout the district, some being Vaishnavas and 
Shaktas and the rest Shivitas. Their celebrated shrine 
is Panchon Sidh in the village Ranbir Katch, The 
goddesses Chandika in the village Sarva Chandika, 
Ashtbhuja in Gonda and Chowharja in Dalippore 
have numerous votaries. 


9. The Partabgarh district has been divided 
into three Tahsils under the British administration, 
but consisted of seven pergannahs under the old 
régime, The first Tahsil, that of Partabgarh, lies in 
the middle and is made up of the two old pergannahs of 
Partabgarh and Atcha, The secord Tahsil, that of 
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Patti, lies “to ‘the east of it and’ consists of the 
pergannahs of Patti and Dalippore ; while the third 
Tahsil, that of Kunda, lies in the west and contains 
the pergannahs of Rampore, Manikpore, Behar and 
Dhingwas. The Patti Tahsil was of old called Bil? . 
khar, because it was in the possession of the Kshatri- 
yas of the Bilkhar tribe, who were succeeded by the 
Bachgotis. Raja Ram Deva was the last Raja of the 
Bilkhar dynasty, and the ruins of his fort can still be 
seen in the estate of Rai Madho Prasad Singh, 
Taluquadar of Dalippore, where now-a-days a fair is 
held in the name of Bilkharnath Mahadeva. 


10, The Kunda Tahsil is the home of the Bisen 
Kshatriyas, and the Ganges forms its western 
boundary. Manikpore is a famous old town in this 
Tahsil, and Kalakankar, Lalgopalganj and Kunda are. 
its trade marts. Kunda, the site of the Tahsil, is 
thirty “miles to the west of Belaghat, the Sudder 
station of the district. 


11, The Partabgarh Tahsil forms the middle of 
the district and the civil station Belaghat lies at the 
distance of four miles to the north-east of the town of 
Partabgarh. The town of Bela or MacAndrewganj, a 
rising town, was founded by the Deputy Commission- 
er, Mr. MacAndrew, in 1861, and called after his 
name, The courts were soon after removed from 
the town of Partabgarh to Belaghat, which thus 
became the Sudder station. Partabgarh itself is an 
old town and lies to the south of the Sayee river. 
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The fort of Partabgarh, built by Raja Partab Singh, 
is well worth a visit, and though only a fragment 
of the old structure remains, yet it attests thé 
magnificence and power of the old Sombansi Rajas 
of Partabgarh. ; 
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CHAPTER II, 


Tue Soiar anp Lunar Races of KsHaTRIYAS OR 
SoorJBANSIS AND SOMBANSIS. 


Tue Hindus acknowledge six distinct classes of the 
Kshatriyas. Two of these, the Solar and the Lunar 
races, are Bansic, ie., Kshatriyas by descent, while the 
other four, viz :—(1) Purihar, (2) Solanki, (3) Pramar 
and (4) Chauhan, are said to be Yaggic, ie, sprung 
from Agnikund or sacrificial fire. The first two races 
ruled in India during the early portion of the Hindu 
period, while the last four were the rulers of the land 
at a much later time, and it was they who lost the 
country to the Mohammadans. 


2. The Hindu Scriptures say that Brahma, the 
progenitor of the human race, had two sons, Duksha 
and Atar. Duksha was the father of the Sun, from 
whom all the kings of the Solar race descended. This 
dynasty boasts of many sovereigns who reigned over 
the whole of India and some of the adjacent countries, 
Raja Ikshwaku was the first king of the dynasty and 
founded the kingdom of Ajudhia. After him came 
the Rajas Dudichh, Been, Sagar, Raghu and Dasrath 
as the most distinguished sovereigns of the dynasty. 
The mighty deeds of these renowned kings of the 
Solar race are recorded in Kalidas's Raghubansa and 
other Sanskrit works ; but the fame of all was eclipsed 
by that of the great Rama (the 58th in descent from 
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Ikshwaku) pre-eminently the hero of ‘the Solar race, 
who is still worshipped by the Hindus as ari incarna- 
tion of the Deity, and whose deeds form the subject of 
the famous Indian epic, the Ramayana of Valmilai. 
*The Lunar race came into prominence after the de- 

cline, of the Solar dynasty, and this too produced 

many a mighty hero and illustrious sovereign scarcely 
less renowned than the first. 


3. The history of ancient India as told in the 
Mahabharat, affirms that the first king of the Lunar 
race was Budh, and Prayag or Jhusi (modern Allah- 
abad) was his capital. After him came Yayati, who 
was the eighth in descent from Brahma. Yayati had 
five sons, the youngest being Puru. Puru being 
more dutiful than the other sons of Yayati, was made 
the heir-apparent. 


4. The fort of Arail in Prayag or Aliahabad 
which lies at the junction of the Ganges, the Jumna 
and the Saraswati was the seat of his government 
and that of his descendants. After many vicissi- 
tudes of fortune, qne of them, Raja Hasti, succeeded 
in laying the foundation of the city of Hastinapur on 
the banks of the Ganges forty miles below Hardwar, 
and made it his capital. The Sombansi dynasty 
reigned here for a long time, and one of the most cele- 
brated of its kings was Dushiant, the. father of the 
still more celebrated Bharat, by his wife Sakuntala. 
The loves of Dushiant and Sakuntala form the subject 
of Kalidas'’s celebrated drama,. "The Lost Ring.” 
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Bharat ruled over nearly the whole of India,.and 
hence the country is called Bharatkhand after his 
vame. - 


5. One of the descendants of Bharat was Raja 
Vichitra Virya, and he had two sons, Pandu and 
Dhritrashtra. Pandu had five sons, called the Pan- 
davas, the eldest being Judhishtra. Dhritrashtra 
had one hundred sons, called the Kauravas, the eldest 
being Duryodhana. When Dhritrashtra in -his old 
age divided his kingdom among his sons and nephews, 
he gave Hastinapur to his sons, the Kauravas, and 
another part of his dominions to his nephews, the 

_ Pandavas, The latter after clearing the jungle found- 
ed the city of Indraprast (modern Delhi) and made it 
their capital. The Pandavas in order to enhance 
their greatness and prove it so to the world perform- 
ed the Rajsuya sacrifice, the celebration of which 
pained Duryodhana so much that he began making 
efforts to secure the downfall of his rivals. At last 
he succeeded. Judhishtra; the eldest of the Pandavas, 
had one weakness, the passion for gambling, and this 
now proved to be his ruin. Duryodhana induced 
Judhishtra to play with him and cheated him with 
loaded dice. Judhishtra went on losing, till at last he 
put the whole of his kingdom at stake and lost it too. 
He and his brothers were consequently exiled for 
twelve years, 

6. After ~wandering through the length and 


breadth of the land for twelve long years, the Pan- 
davas returned to Hastinapur to claim the restoration 
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of their sovereignty. Duryodhana refused to give 
them their due, and a long and bloody civil war follow- 
ed this refusal. The field. cf Kurukshetra literally® 
ran with blood. At last the Pandavas, by the help of 
Krishna (an incarnation of the Deity), were complete- 
ly victorious. . Almost all the Kauravas were slain 
in the battle. This war forms the main subject of 
the other Hindu epic the Mahabharata. Judhishtra 
reigned in Hastinapur, but for a short time; for havz 
ing seen too much of the miseries of life, and being 
disgusted with his lot as the slayer.of his ow kins- 
men, he installed his brother Arjuna’s grandson, 
Parikshit, on the throne, and retired with his brothers 
to the snows of the Himalayas, whence they ali 
ascended to “swarga” or heaven. 
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CHAPTER IIL 
Jnusr anp Raja Bir SEN, 


Tur last Raja of Hastinapur was Chhimak. - After 
his death the administration of the kingdom fell 
into the hands of the State dignitaries, as the heir- 
apparent was a minor. By the treachery of her 
ministers the queen-mother with her infant son 
Chandfaket was obliged to leave Hastinapur and take 
refuge in the old fort of Jhusi in Allahabad. From 
that time Jhusi again became the capital of the Lunar . 
kings. Sukrama Singh was the Jast but one of this 
race and had three sons, one of whom went to Nepal, 
another to Hardoi, while the third was the father of 
Raja Bir Sen, the last Sombansi king, who ruled at 
Jhusi and who lost it, having been cursed by a 
Mussulman saint, Shah Taqi. 


2. The legend runs as follows :-—One day the 
Raja went out to hunt and chased a hare. The hare 
after running a long distance, took refuge in the abode 
of a Mohanimadan saint, called Shah Taqi. When the 
Raja reached the hermitage in pursuit of his game, 
Shah Taqi commanded him to desist from hunting the 
animal as it had taken refuge in his hut, but the Raja 
heeded him not. The animal was killed upon the 
spot. Thereupon the hermit cursed the Raja, saying, 
“As you have taken the life of this poor creature, so 
the Angel of death will take away yours, and your 
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kingd®m will soon be ruined.” Raja Bir Sen died sud- 
denly soon- after the utterance of this curse, and the 
whole kingdom fell into anarchy for want of a chief, 
The Rani of Bir Sen, however, happened tobe pregnant 
at the time and she presented herself before Shah 
Taqi and asked him to protect her unborn child. After 
many Solicitations the hermit yielded so far that he 
blessed the unborn babe, but commanded the Rani to 
quit Jhusi at once for good with all her followerse 
The Rani was told to travel northwards and camp 
wherever the sun might set on her journey. Healso 
consoled the Rani with the assurance that she would 
bear a son of .great renown who would become a 
great Raja and the founder of an illustrious dynasty. 


3. The Rani left Jhusi under the instructions 
of the Fakir and with all her clansmen. Travelling 
northwards they reached a place called Panchon 
Sidh, in the district of Aror, just when the sun was 
setting and pitched their tents there. 


The evacuation of the fort of Jhusi by the Som- 
bansis after the death of their Raja Bir Sen and the 
exile of their Rani to the country lying on the north- 
side of the Ganges, was perhaps one of the convul- 
sions caused by the religious fanaticism of the 
Mohammadans feeding the flame of war and conquest 
under the energetic ministry of Balbanin the time of 
Nasir-ud-din Mohammad about the middle of the 
thirteenth century (1246 A.D.). 
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CHAPTER Iv. 
Pancuon Sips anp Raja Luxnan Sen, 1260 A.D. 


Pancuon Sipn (or the Five whose object has been 
accomplished) is a shrine situated at the junction of 
the Sakarni arid Sayee about a mile and-a-half from 
fhe town of Partabgarh. The ruins of the old fort 
and the town are now represented by a small mound 
with a still smaller temple on its summit. The village 
of Panchon Sidh is situated on the western side of the 
ruins. This place is famous in the Sombansi annals, as 
in ancient times it was the hermitage of the five de- 
votees: Birbahu, Sobahu, Bhudrbahu, Alrikh and 
Kashrgj : the first four being the sons of the Sombansi 
Raja Kabillyasho and the fifth a Gaharwar Raja of 
Benares. All these five men attaining beatitude ended 
their earthly existence and ascended to heaven as the 
result of their abstraction and devotion during the 
Dwapur Yuga. On this account the place has always 
been held sacred by the whole Sombansi race, who pay 
family worship to these saints. The principal of 
these, Alrikh, gave his name to the town and Per- 
gannah Alrikhpur, shortly called Aror, and since 
named Partabgarh. 


2. When the Rani of Bir Sen occupied the place, 
people began to flock to it from the surrounding coun- 
try, and it soon rose into importance. At last the 
Rani became the mother of a boy destined to become 


& 
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the founder of the Sombansi Raj of Partabgarh. He 
was tamed Lukhan Sen, and the people called him 
“Raja” though there was at the time nothing regal 
about Him. He and his mother lived at Panchon 
Sidh, but att humble life, though they maintained 
themselves on the wealth which they had brought 
from Jhusi. 


3. About that time the greater part of the dis- 
trict was in the possession of the Bhars. These were 
asavage, cruel and irreligious race and most probably 
anon-Aryan people. They had their forts and vil- 
lages scattered throughout the district, the ruins of 

‘some of which an still be traced. There were several 
chiefs of the Bhars, but one of them, called the Raja, 
resided at a place called Handour, twelve miles distant 
from Partabgarh and lying on the Rae Bareli road. 
The Raja lived in the fortress and maintained a large 
army. Besides these Bhars, the southern portion of 
the district was occupied by the Raikwar Kshatriyas, 
who had effected a footing there about the middle of 
the twelfth century, and were now making themselves 
powerful at the expense of the Bhars. 


4. As Raja Lukhan Sen and his mother lived 
unostentatiously, nobody knew who or what they 
were. One day it so chanced that the Raja of the 
Bhars while out hunting passed through Panchon 
Sidh and his eye fell on Lukhan Sen. «The boy was 
only eleven years of agé, but looked mtich older ; and 
his demeanour, the noblest of the Kshatriyas as he 
was, was graceful and imposing The Raja was 
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struck with the princely appearance of the boy and 
sent a message to the Rani, saying, that -he wished to 
adopt him as his own sen. The Raniconsented, and 
the Raja of the Bhars, after making proper arrange- 
ments for the protection of the boy, returned to his 
fort at Handour. . 


5. Now tradition relates that some time after 
that Lukhan Sen left his mother at Panchon Sidh and 
went to Delhi, where he presented himself before the 
king with the usual “nazzar ” and received the raj of 
the Pergannah of Aror in lieu of his lost dominions of 
Jhusi. When he left Delhi for Aror, a contingent of 
imperial troops accompanied him to his*home. Reach- ‘. 
ing Aror, Lukhan Sen sent a message to the Raja of 
the Bhars, saying, that they were ready to fulfil their 
part of the promise (of adoption), provided the Bhar 
chief consented to be their guest, together with all his 
friends and kindred. The Raja of the Bhars was only 
too glad to avail himself of the hospitality of one who 
was a royal Kshatriya and was to be his son. So he 
came to the feast with all his kinsmen and a large 
number of retainers. But Lukhan Sen had made his 
own arrangements to receive them. When the Raja 
and his followers, drunk with wine, went to the resi- 
dence of Lukhan Sen, they were attacked on all sides by 
armed soldiers. They tried to resist but in vain, and 
the Raja of the Bhars was slain with almost all his 
kinsmen and ‘followers, Lukhan Sen after thus 
slaughtering his guests .at once attacked the fort of 
Handour and captured it. The. rest. of the Bhar 
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chief were brought into subjection afterwards from 
time to time, and the indiscriminate massacres which 
followed made them leave ther homes and take refuge” 
in the neighbouring jungles. The Sombansi tradition 
palliates this act of treachery on the part of the 
Kshatriyas by pointing out the evil intentions of the 
Bhar chief, inasmuch as he wanted to take the Rani 
to wife in the guise of an adoptive father to Lukhan 
Sen. . 


. 


6. Raja Lukhan Sen after : subjugating the 
Bhars turned his attention to the Raikwars. The 
Raikwars were a powerful Kshatriya tribe who had 
taken possessidn of about a third of the whole district, 
and having defeated the Bhars in several engage- 
ments had occupied most of their towns and villages. 
The Raikwars fought bravely against Lukhan Sen on 
several occasions, but were unable to resist him, aided 
as he was by the imperial troops, and were at tength 
conquered. As these Raikwars had noble blood in 
their veins, Raja Lukhan Sen made matrimonial 
alliances with them. But when in spite of this the 
Raikwars revolted, Lukhan Sen, in order to put a 
stop to future trouble, but more perhaps through 
lust of dominion, ordered a general massacre of the 
Raikwars. Thousands of them were put to the 

sword and only a few families escaped destruction 
, by tendering an unconditional submission. These 
gradually accepted the supremacy ofsLukhan Sen, 
became his loyal subjects and began to give their 
daughters in marriage to their Sopxbansi conquerors. 
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The descendants of the Raikwars are still to befound 
in the villages of Rampore, Buchhwa-and Pooray- 
"Baishno, in the district’of Partabgarh ; but the race of 
‘the Bhars by repeated attacks and conquests became 
quite extinct in the district. 


7. Lukhan Sen made Handour his capital and 
adorned Panchon Sidh with several beautiful build- 
ings. He sent back the imperial troops that were 
lent for his assistance, having distributed rewards 
and “«xhillats (robes of honour) among them. He 
sent many presents tothe king of Delhi, and was thus 
henceforward counted as one of the feudatories of 
the empire. He sat on the guddi of*Aror in 1260" 
A.D., after distributing much silver and gold to the 
Brahmans and the poor, and died in 1288 A.D. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Rajyas GoHNWARDEO AND JarT SincH. 


Raja “Luxuan Sen left three sons: Gohnwardeo, 
Maluk Singh, and Jait Singh. Gohnwardeo being 
the eldest had taken part in the management of the 
affairs of State during the lifetime of his father ; and 
as he was the heir-apparent, his father had always 
manifested a great regard for him. ‘He was installed 
in the guddi on the death of his father. He hadan 
‘onlyson Udhrandeo, who was very promising, talent- 
ed and brave. His father now expressed his desire to 
hand over the reins of government to him and him- 
self retire from the world. His brothers Maluk Singh 
and Jait Singh revolted at this idea. Maluk Singh 
was a beautiful but hot-headed youth and, being dis- 
pleased with the Raja, his brother, left Aror for 
Delhi and thence procured the means to help him in 
his designs. He was a good-looking young man, and 
once upon a time, so the story goes, his handsome 
face happened to catch the eye of one of the prin- 
cesses, a daughter of the Emperor of Delhi, Deeply 
smitten with love, she besought her father to marry 
her to the fair stranger. The Emperor made inquiries 
about his parentage and station in life, and when he 
learned that the unknowa visitor wasereally a son 
of the Raja of Aror whose ancestors reigned in 
Hastinapur, he showed no hesitation in granting 
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his daughter’s request. They were soon tharried 
according to the rites of Islam, and -Maluk Singh 
“henceforth was a Moh4mmadan prince. 


2, Soon after this the king bestowed the 
government of the Subah of Allahabad on his new son- 
in-law. Maluk Singh marched to his seat of govern- 
ment in great pomp and splendour, supported by the 
imperial forces. His wife accompanied him. ~ Early 
success had perhaps turned his head, and Maluk 
Singh-at once became desirous of marching against 
Aror, making his relations accept Islam at his hands 
and taking possession of the Raj for himself. With 
this intention he began to enlist more soldiers as he 
advanced. At last reaching Allahabad he made a 
halt, Thence he wrote to his brother Gohnwardeo 
to the effect that either he should accept Islam and 
pay him homage or see him encamped at Handour 
withia a fortnight with all his forces. This message 
threw Gohnwardeo into great consternation. He 
called upon his brother Jait Singh for advice, and 
they came to the conclusion, that it would be better 
to die sword in hand than to become Mussulmans. 
But they thought that first of all they should try a 
stratagem, and, if possible, slay the apostate Maluk 
Singh. Jait Singh swore that he would put an end to 
Maluk Singh’s life by any means in his power, but in 
the event of success he demanded the Raj of Aror as his 
prize. Gohn-vardeo accepted the-condition, and both 
the brothers bound themselves to save the family 
from the disgrace of conversion to Mohammadanism, 
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3 Maluk Singh, as he had already threatened, 
marched against Handour with all his forces passing 
through Soraon and Seswaft on the way from, 
Allahabad. ' Raja Gohnwardeo now sent his son 
Udhrandeg and his brother Jait Singh to receive him 
asa friend. Maluk Singh treated both his brother 
and nephew with kindness and encamped with his 
‘troops a mile off from the fort of Handour. Thence 
he informed his relatives that solong as he and his® 
brothers would not eat off the same dish, he would 
not like to cross the threshold of his -home, Udhran- 
deo very cunningly replied that his father had no 
bjection ; only he had been ill for the last few days, 
and would surely do as bid by Maluk Singh as soon’ 
as he was well again. 


4. A few days after this, Maluk Singh went a 
hunting and asked Jait Singh and Udhrandeo to 
accompany him, Jait Singh artfully requsted Maluk 
Singh to take only a few hunters (Shikaris) with him, 
as a large following, he said, would spoil the sport, 
Maluk Singh suspecting no guile at once consented, 
and they rode out together to hunt. But the treacher« 
ous Jait was only waiting for a good opportunity, 
and while Maluk Singh was pursuing a hare near 
Teunga (a village nearly a mile from Partabgarh), 
Jait Singh inflicted a mortal wound on his back and 
Maluk Singh fell dead on the spot. Jait.Singh and 
Udhrandeo took away his corpse to*the fort of 
Panchon Sidh, where Gohnwardeo anxiously awaited 
their arrival, From this place they sent a message 
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to the Dehli princess, the wife of- Maluk Singh, that 
her husband had met his death by an+accident ; but 

“that they were all redily to do her bidding and to 
obey her behests as long as they. lived, and that the 
State would have to be administered by her. The 
princess, however, preferred being buried alive with 
the corpse of her husband and they were both interred 
in the same tomb at a place called Phulwari in Teunga. 
-The place of their burial is still called Maluk Singh- 
ka-Chowra, and has a small shed over it to protect it 
from the weather. 


5. When Jait Singh came back to Gohnwardeo _ 
after the burying of Maluk Singh, Gohnwardeo hailed 
him as the Raja of Aror, and making over the Raj to 
him departed from Handour and went to live in the 
fort of Paharpur with his son Udhrandeo. He re- 
served, however, a portion of the lands lying on the 
banks of the river Sayee, and consisting of 24 villages, 
for the maintenance of himself and his family. 


6. Raja Jaith Singh ascended the guddi of Aror 
in 1312 A.D. The princess of Delhi had given him 
a declaration in writing which shielded him from the 
wrath of the emperor. He continued to be reckoned 
one of the loyal supporters of the empire and ruled 
his State with credit. He completely crushed the 
Raikwars and made himself master of the whole 
pergannah. he neighbouring Rajas often acknow- 
ledged him as their suzerain. Raja Jait Singh died 
in 1328 A.D. 
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CHAPTER VI, 


Tue House or GounwarbEo AND His Descenpants. 


Berore proceeding with the story of the Royal 
house any further, it will not be out of place here to 
present to the reader a short sketch of the fortunesef 
the family of Raja Gohnwardeo, who had abdicated the 
guddi in favour of his younger brother, Jait Singh. 
Gohnwardeo, now called “ Babu,” because the title of 
Raja had been transferred to the younger branch, 
made Paharpur his residence. His son Udhrandeo 
was a brave Kshatriya like so many others of his race, 
He exterminated the Bhars from all the villages as 
far as his own immediate possessions went, and 
possessed himself of all the lands lying between the 
villages of Sujakhar and Gonda, a line of some twenty 
miles in extent. He constructed a new fort at 
Gonda, because it was the eastern extremity of his 
domains, and beyond it Jay the lands of the Bel- 
khariyas. He lived sometimes at Gonda and some- 
times at Gouradand. 


2. Babu Udhrandeo had two wives, and he 
divided his estate amongst his children, giving the 
western portion to the sons of the first, wife and the 
eastern to that of the second. By hss first wife he 
had begot ason, Bikram Sah, who built a fort at 
Gouradand and lived there. His: son was Partab 
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Rudra, who bégot Rachpal Singh. The lattet had 
two sons, Bhoj Sah anf Maluk Singh. - The former 
Succeeded to the estates and Maluk Singh received 
Kole and Bajhan’ for his maintenance. The Som- 
bansis of Arjunpore, Adharpore, Sandayah and 
Kole, etc, are the progeny of Maluk Singh. . 


3. Bhoj Sah had a son Makrand Sah, who had 
two sons, Sah Mal and Udai Karan. The former 
succeeded, and the descendants of Udai Karan 
are fourrd in Gouradand, Chatarpore, Ramnagar and 
Purabgaon, etc. Sah Mal built a fort in the village 
Nowriya. He had a son named Kasturi Singh, 
whose son was Kirat Singh. The latter had two 
sons, Bhawan Sah and Kalyan Sah. The former 
succeeded to the estate, and the descendants of the 
second are found in Pachkhara, Khajuari, ete, 


4, Bhawan Sah had four wives. From his first 
wife he begot Lal Sah, who built the fort at Sujakhar, 
By his second wife he had Kishun Rai, who got the 
village Kotha Nowriah for his maintenance. By his 
third wife he had Gopal Singh, who received Poora 
Narain Das, and by the fourth, Bikram Sah, who 
obtained Bhaisuna. 


5. Lal Sah, who succeeded to the estate, had 
three wives. His first wife bore him a son, Dharu 
Sah, who succeeded to the estate, and from the others 
he had many mfore sons whose progeny are found in 
Sukulpore and Silondhi. Dharu Sah had two wives. 
From his first wife sprang Udai Bhan, who succeeded 
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to tHe estate, and from the second the other sons 
whose children, and grand children, ete., are found in 
Debigarh, . 


6. Udai Bhan proved a great warrior, and 
under his able leadership the family gradually rose 
to great distinction. Babu Daljit Singh, the fourth in 
descent from Udai Bhan, courted the favour of the 
Nazims and Chakledars of the Lucknow Nawabs, 
and by their help annexed to his estate a great many 
of the adjoining unprotected villages, and thus became 
one of the great Taluquadars of the district. Daljit 
Singh had two sons, Balbhadra Singh and Bikramajit 
Singh. The former succeeded to the Taluqua, but the 
latter became famous as one of the bravest soldiers of 
his time. The family was very prosperous before 
the Mutiny and could muster a force of ten thou- 
sand strong when required. Their forces once 
pursued the Raja of Amethi and his Amethias up 
to their very fort and inflicted a signal defeat upon 
them. 


7. After the Mutiny, however, misfortune over- 
took the family. Under the British administration, 
when the jungles were ordered to be cleared, a 
Kayasth of the village Teunga, Nand Kumar by name, 
was appointed to superintend the work at Sujakhar. 
He offered an insult to Babu Balbhadra, Singh, who 
being very much enraged struck him with his sword. 
Nand Kumar received but a slight injury, but his assail- 
ant incurred the wrath of the British Government, 
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which soon after confiscated half the estate for the 
offence of concealing a cannon. ‘The other half of the 
Taluqua being ill-managed and burdened with debt fell 
gradually into the bands of bankers and mahajans. 
Now only a few villages are left with the children of 
Balbhadra Singh and Bikramajit Singh. 


8. Gandhardeo was the son of Babu Udhrandeo 
‘hy his second wife, and established himself at Gonda. 
He had a son, Bharat Sah, whose son was Jai Singh 
Rai. The latter begot a son, Dalpat Sah, who was 
a powerful athlete, and is said to have driven out 
the remaining Bhars. He left a son Rup Sah, 
whose son was Bikramajit. This man‘had three sons, : 
Sangram Sah, Mahiman Sah and Ranjit Rai. Babu 
Sangram Sah was a devoted adherent of the House 
of Aror and was a renowned warrior. He peopled 
the village of Sangrampore where he built a fort. 
He was the last chief of this house who held the 
title of “Babu,” for after him his large estate was 
partitioned between his sons, Khem Karan and Rup 
Narain, who lived at Gonda and Chilbilla respectively. 
Khem Karan had two wives and the first bore him 
three sons, Lachman Singh, Madho Singh and Kalyan 
Singh. The Sombansis of the village Gonda are the 
lineal heirs of Lachman Singh. This village Gonda 
is populous and the fair of Asht Bhuja Devi is held 
here twice .a year. The Sombansis of Gobri are 
descended from Madho Singh, while those of San- 
grampore from Kalyan Singh. Khem Karan, by his 
second wife, had two sons, Bhagwat Singh and Har 
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Manghl Singh. The Sombansis of Baijulpore and 
Buria Samund are their offspring. 


9. The Sombansis of Ranjitpore, Chilbilla> 
Sonawan, etc., are the descendants of Rup: Narain, 
the second son of Sangram Sah, those of Serai 
Mahiman are the progeny of Mahiman Sah and those 
of Khandarpur and Songapore of Ranjit Rai. 
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CHAPTER VIL. 


Rajas Kuanpgo, SuLtan Sau AND GHATAMDEO, ETC, 


Raja Kuanpeo, the son of Raja Jait Singh, succeeded 
his father ‘on the guddi of Arorin 1328 A.D. 
His reign was quiet and ended peacefully in 1354. 
This Raja had four sons, Ram Singh, Kam Singh, 
Gyan Singh and Prithmi Singh. The eldest, Ram 
Singh, again had‘five sons, whose descendants are 
found in Chat Mow, Bani Mow and Maheri, etc. The 
second son, Kam Singh, had four sons, and their 
progeny are still found in Kamaipur, Sahodarpug, 
Ajgurah, etc. The third, Gyan Singh, had two sons, 
and their offspring can be traced in Akodiah and 
Lakhapur. Raja Khandeo distributed villages among 
his grandsons for their support and maintenance, and 
made the youngest son, Prithmi Singh, his heir, 
Prithmi Singh reigned till 1377 and founded the 
' market of Prithiganj. His son, Lodh Singh, succeeded 
him and married a princess of the family of Madhokar 
Sah Bilkhariya, the founder of Madhpur. He lived 
only for a few years and was succeeded by his son 
Sultan Sah. 


2. Raja Sultan Sah was braver and wiser than 
his predeceSsors. Firoze Tughluq, king of Delhi, 
held agrand ‘durbar in his time, and asked his loyal 
feudatories to subjugate the chiefs of the south, ze., 
Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand, Raja Sultan Sah 
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undertook the, task cheerfully, and promised not only 
to subdue them but also to realise the arrears of 
tribute, 


3. First of all he attacked the Sayyeds of 
Kara,.defeated them and made. them swéar fealty 
to the throne of Delhi. Then he marched south- 
wards, subjugated all the rebellious Rajas and took 
some of them prisoners, the principal ones being the 
Rajas of Bundelkhand and Kalinjar. The bravery 
displayed by Chandrabhan Sombansiin this campaign 
is memorable in the annals of his race. 


Raja Sultan Sah after achieving these successes 
in the south went to Delhi. The king received him 
most cordially and added the pergannahs of Soraon, 
Sikandra, Mehkawai, Nawabganj, etc., of the district 
of Allahabad, to his hereditary raj of Aror. He also 
received the title of “Rahbardarkhan” front the 
emperor, because the tribute of the eastern Provinces, 
ie., Bengal and Behar, was henceforth to be sent 
under his escort to Delhi. 


5. Raja Sultan Sah had married a Baghale 
princess, and by her had three sons : Ramdeo, Deorai 
and Maniar Singh, whose descendants founded and 
peopled Rampore, Beranpore, Dangri, Sheorajpore, 
Bhadonsi and Sarai Deorai, etc. 


6. After appropriating villages in this manner for 
the support of the twoelder branches of his family, 
Raja Sultan Sah made the youngest son Maniar 
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Singh his heir. The reign of this prince was alto- 
gether a period of prosperity. He died in-1442 A.D. 


+ 7. Maniar Singh succeeded to the guddi and 
was the last younger son that did so. His reign is 
devoid of stirring events, and is not noted for any 
special occurrence. Raja Maniar Singh had three 
wives, By the first he begot two sons, Ghatamdeo, 
and Murar Singh; by the second, Bhan Singh and 
Bhowal Singh, and by the third Champat Singh and 
Mukand Rai. He made Ghatamdeo his heir; and, 
as usual, distributed lands for the support of the rest 
of the family. Babu Murar Singh had five wives, arid 
was noteworthy as the father of 15-scns, all of whom * 
are still traceable in various villages: such as Sarai 
Anadeo, Poora Bhagwan Dass, Pachkhara, Poora 
Madho Singh, Kotilya Ramnagur, Sarai Maniar 
Singh, etc. Two of the present Sombansi Taluquadars 
are descended from his family : Babu Jugmohan Singh 
of Domipore and Babu Bujrang Bahadur Singh of 
Baispore. The third son of Raja Maniar Singh was 
Bhan Singh, who received the villages of Majhlaha- 
and Burhani for his maintenance. The fourth son, 
Bhowal Sah, got the two Bhowalpores. .The fifth son, 
Champat Rai, got Sarai Kalyan, and the sixth son, 
Makund Rai, got Sarai Makund Rai and Sarai Khojhhi 
(now in ruins). 


8. RajaManiar Singh diedin 1464 A. D. and was 
succeeded by Raja Ghatamdeo, the eldest, of his six 
sons. He was held in great honour by the emperor 
who ordered him ‘to go and subjugate Hindpal, the 
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rebelllous Raja of Sattasi, in Gorahpore. Ghatamdeo 
attacked Satt&si with a large force and after several 
days’ fighting took Sattasi. He sent Hindpal to Delhi 
as a prisoner. The emperor was much pleased at his 
success and made over to him the raj of Sattasi for 
ten years. : 

9. There is, however, another version ‘to the 
story of the conquest of Sattasi. Sukhraj Kunar, 
the sister of Ghatamdep, was married to the Raja of 
Sattasi. When ason was born.to her, the family 
astrologer told the father that as soon as he should 
see his son, his downfall would begin. On hearing 
this the Raja of Sattasi turned out the infant, who was 
therefore brought up by his uncle Ghatamdeo. His 
name was Rudra Partap, and he conquered his here- 
ditary dominions of Sattasi by the help of his uncle. 

10. Ghatamdeo had nine sons by his four 
wives. The eldest, Sangram Sah, was nominated heir- 
apparent and the other sons and grandsons received 
the customary “guzara” (maintenance). The three 
sons of his second Rani were Ram Sah, Girdhar Sah 
and Beer Sah, The Sombansis of Rajapore are the 
descendants’ of Ram Sah; those of Bhadohin, of 
Girdhar Sah; and those of Ghatampore, of Beer 
Sah. Ghatamdeo’s third Rani bore him a son Mitra- 
jit, and his descendants occupy the vlilages of Yeesi- 
pore, Dhekahi, Tulapore, Bahochara, etc. The fourth 
Rani had four sons, and their descendaitts at present 
own the villages of Bhopiamau, Gopalapur, etc. 


11, Raja Ghatamdeo died in 1478 A.D. and 
was succeeded by his son Sangram Sah. He built 
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a fort in the village of Awar Pirthiganj, and made that 
his residence instead of Handour. He’‘reigned with 
“great pomp and splendour, and defeated the Bachgotis 
of Asal over a border dispute. Sangram Sah had 
two wives, the first of whom gave birth to Sumer 
Sah. Sumer Sah’s son Raj Sah died childless. By his 
second Rani Sangram had four sons, Ram Chandra, 
Chandrabhan, Khanderai and Sujan Sah. Ram Chan- 
dra succeeded his father in 1494 and reigned till 1526. 
Khanderai and Chandrabhan died childless. Sujan 
Sah was called Babu after the death of Ram Chandra, 
and his sons Gumbhir Sah and Nirbahan Sah got 
Khurhoin and Rajgarh for their maintenance. Their 
descendants are still to be found in these places. It 
is said that once Ram Chandra and his half-brother, 
Sumer Sah, fought for the raj, and Ram Chandra 
vanquished his rival. 


i2, Raja Ram Chandra was. succeeded by his 
son Lachmi Narain. Nothing eventful occurred dur- 
ing his reign, which lasted till 1579. He was struck 
by lightning while on a pilgrimage to Pryag 
(Allahabad), and died on the spot, 


13. Lachmi Narain was succeeded by his son 
Tej Singh, who built a fort on the banks of the Sayee, 
called it Tejgarh, and made it the place of his 
residence. It was his intention to make this place his 
capital and “that. of his descendants; but he died in 
1628 before he could carry ‘out his intention, . He 
was often at war with Sumer Sah who still lived, and 
had proclaimed himself the Raja of Awar, 
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CHAPTER’VII. 
Rajag Partas Sine anp Jat Sincu Deo. 


Partas Sincu, the most illustrious of his dynasty, 
succeeded his father, Tej Singh, in 1828. He fulfilled 
the intention of his father and founded a new capital , 
for his raj. He took counsel with many astrologers 
and examined almost all the suitable places through- 
out his dominions, In those days there was a village 
called Rampore to the east of and close to Panchon 
Sidh. Near it Was a dense jungle on the bank of the 
Sayee. Raja Partab Singh chose this site for his 
fort and planted his flag there. The foundations of 
the fort were at once laid and it was called Partab- 
garh after its founder. The Pergannah of Aror now 
changed its name into that of Partabgarh and the 
same was substituted for it in the imperial papers. 
By and by the whole district began to be called by 
this name, as its prosperity grew apace. 


2. Raja Partab Singh was a very brave chief, 
He attacked Raj Sah, the son of Sumer Sah, chief of 
Awar, and completely crushed him. After this he 
was attacked by Kamal Khan, the Subadhar of Allah- 
abad, whom he slew in battle with his own hand. He 
also fought with the Raja of Kaithola, wko was a chief 
of the Kanhpuriya Thakurs, defeated him and made 
him his vassal. 
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3. Partab Singh had also to try concfusions 
with his energetic neighbour Surat Singh, the Raja of 
“ Tiloi (in Rae Bareli diStrict) who, like Partab himself, 
had consolidated the power of the Kanhpuriyas and 
had extended his conquests far and wide. In an inter- 
view with him, Raja Partab Singh, who limped, made 
the usual polite inquiry and asked Surat Singh how 
he did ; but the latter with an air of oriental courtesy, 
aeplied, “Main achha hun, ap ke kadam dekne se” (I 
am quite well, having seen your feet). Raja Partab 
Singh ‘upon this: got angry and, alluding to the blind- 
ness of his rival, said, “ Main bhi achha hun, ap ke 
chashm dekne se” (I, too, am well having seen your 
eye). Thus insulted, Surat Singh, who was only 
seeking a pretext for invading his neighbour's ‘terri- 
tories, assembled his clansmen and attacked the 
Sombansis of Partabgarh. The two armies joined 
battle at Handour ; but after an obstinate and well- 
contested fight the Kanhpuriyas were put to rout. 
The result of this action added much to the glory 
of Partab Singh. 


4 Those who have seen the fort of Partabgarh 
can well form an estimate of the greatness of the man 
whose residence it was. Extremely fond of archi- 
tecture, he erected many edifices within the extensive 
grounds of the fort ; and though they were demolish- 
ed by the order of the Nawab of Oudh, when Partab- 
garh fell into“is hands, their ruins bear testimony to 
the grandeur and magnificence of the original. Hav- 
ing consolidated the power of the Sombansis, Raja 
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‘ 


Partab Singh died‘in 1682 A.D., after a long and 
prosperous: rtign, , 

5. Raja Partab Singh, in a way never dreamt. 
of by his ancestors,sassumed all the characteristics of 
an independent sovereign. He maintained a regular 
army Of the Kshatriyas, generally his clansmen; and 
had formed a corps of sappers and miners out of the 
Lunias (salt-diggers) of his pergannah. He was a 
liberal and generous prince and a patron of learning: 
The bard and the astrologer received a due share of 
his patronage. He also provided for the population 
and tillage of his dominions by making grants of 
waste land to Brahmans and other castes. 


6. Partab Singh had four sons. By his first 
Rani, who was a Gahrwar princess, he had Nihal 
Singh, and by the second Rani, who was a _ princess 
of the house of Bhalay Sultan, he had Jai Singh Deo. 


Partab Singh was succeeded by his son Jai 
Singh Deo in A.D. 1682. From his boyhood he 
had given promise of future greatness. He was 
a good Sanskrit scholar and had studied astrology 
well. He loved physical exercise and was also a 
sportsman. He had taken the lead in all those 
wars and battles which took place in the reign of 
his father. He defeated the Raja of Gurh Suryawan 
and took possession of the two pergannahs of Mar- 
yahu and Bhadoki, which were afterwards ceded to 
the Raja of Benares by ‘Raja Pirthipat Singh. He 
added many buildings to those which had been con- 
structed by his father in the fort of Partabgarh. 
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8. In this time a great Durbar was held by 
the Emperor Alamgir in Delhi, and ‘there it was 
notified. that “the Rajd of Bundelkhand had rebelled. 
It was desirable that they should be subjugated 
and made to pay the arrears of tribute due to the 
Imperial Treasury. If any of the Rajas present 
could take the duty upon himself, he would be the 
object of Imperial favour.” Raja Jai Singh Deo was 
‘not personally present in this Durbar, but he had 
sent his general, Bakht Bali, to represent him there. 
When the betels (according to the ancient custom of 
Hindustan) were brought and put before the Emperor, 
none of the Rajas dared take up the.“ bira” (betel) 
for the subjugation of Chattar Sal, the rebellious 
Raja of Bunkelkhand. Bakht Bali took it up, saying, 
“JT am one of the humble servants of the Raja of 
Partabgarh, and I promise before this assembly to 
subjugate the Raja of Bundelkhand who is now in — 
open rebellion, and to make him pay the arrears of 
tribute.” The Emperor was much pleased with his 
boldness, and every one present applauded him. 


g. Then Bakht Bali wrote to his master and 
informed him of all that had passed, and said that 
he would not return to Partabgarh till he had 
conquered Bundelkhand. Bakht Bali marched from 
Delhi; and Raja Jai Singh Deo, who perfectly 
agreed with him regarding the measures to be 
adopted to bring about the subjugation of the 
rebels, marched at the head of a strong force to- 
wards the same objective point after having made 
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the necessary arrangements for the security of his 
dominions. The rebellious Raja, thus attacked on 
both sides, ‘suffered a signal defeat and was obliged” 
to submit and pay up the arrears of tribute. Raja 
Chattar Sal was taken prisoner on the field of 
battle, Jai Singh Deo himself returned to Partab- 
garh, but sent his lieutenant with the tribute and 
the captive Raja to Delhi. He, however, recommend- 
ed Chattar Sal to the mercy of the Emperor. Bakht 
Bali on reaching Delhi encamped outside the castle 
walls, The ministers and other dignitaries of State 
were sent to receive him with due formality, and he 
was presented to the Emperor with great pomp and 
ceremony. Tie Emperor was extremely pleased 
with him and expressed appreciation of his services 
ina public Durbar. Raja Chhatar Sal was at the 
same time pardoned. An imperial “Firman” was 
now issued inviting Raja Jai Singh Deo himself to 
Delhi, and a salute was fired on his arrival asa 
special mark of royal favour. The vaziers and other 
high officials were appointed to give him a suitable 
reception, When he presented himself before the 
Emperor, the latter placed his own cap on the head 
of the Raja asa special mark of royal favour and 
gave him the title of “Kulah-Naresh” (Lord of the 
Cap). Thus he had conferred on him the privilege 
of wearing a cap in Durbar instead of the usual 
“puggri” or turban. The pergannahs of Noongar and 
Gahrwara, in the district of Jaunpore,*were granted 
‘to Raja Jai Singh Deo as a more substantial reward, 
He also received a “khillat for his recent exploits 
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and special permission to come with his kettle-drums 
beating up tothe very walls of the palace, 


= 10, There is a“story about Raja Jai Singh 
Deo illustrative of his grim sense-of humour. When 
Sheodas, the Raja of Gahrwara, heard that his Raj 
had been given away to Jai Singh Deo, he prepared 
himself to oppose the transfer, but was defeated. To 
express contempt for his foe, Jai Singh Deo from that 
time kept a tame jackal, christened jt Sheodas and 
placed it on a guddi, Thus the unfortunate animal 
was kept for twelve years and was often made to 
sit on the guddi as a mockery. 


11. When Jai Singh Deo was’at the zenith of 
his power, the Subahdar of Allahabad, named Piru, 
became incensed at seeing the honour in which Jai 
Singh Deo was held at the Court of Delhi. He 
advanced against Partabgarh on some pretext or 
other, encamped on the land of Mauza Mahkani and 
laid siege to the fort. The siege jasted for twelve 
long ‘years, but still the Raja and his men held out. 
Mines were laid to effect a breach, but without suc- 
cess; for the besieged discovered the operation, 
countermined, and blew up the attacking force. The 
Governor of Allahabad then raised the siege and 

_ removed his camp to Teunga. There his army was 
attacked by the Sombansis and completely routed 
and the Suvbahdar was slain, Raja Jai Singh Deo 
was a great fatron of scholars and poets. He made 
his son Chhatardhari his heir and successor and 
treated his general, Bakht Bali, like his own son. 
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82. There is a curious tradition about this 
Bakht Bali, Jt is said that once when Raja Jai Singh 
Deo fell ill, the court physician prescribed the oil 
extracted from the body of a man (mummy) as the 
only remedy that could cure the Raja. Bakht Bali, 
a thin and famished lad, the son of very poor parents, 
was bought for the purpose. But as soon as his 
purchase was effected, the disease of the Raja began 
to take a favourable turn. He therefore took pity upon 
the poor lad, saved him from death and made him a 
“chela” (or nurtured son). Bakht.Bali beifig very 
intelligent and promising, was ordered to be educated 
in the best manner possible. At length the Raja was 
radically cured of his illness, and Bakht Bali by his 
skill as a soldier and talents as a commiander, attained 
the high rank of the general of the army, and thus 
won for his master the distinction and honours above 
narrated. Raja Jai Singh Deo died in 1719, at the 
old age of seventy-five. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Rajas CHHATARDHARI AND PIRTHIPAT SINGH. 
> 


Raja CuHuaTarpuarr succeeded his father in ‘1719. 
He was famous for his benevolence and generosity. 
Though quiet and reserved, he lived the life of a 
regular debauchee. The pergannahs of Mangra, 
Gahrwaya, Nahwai and Kewai which had been award- 
ed to his predecessors by the Emperor of Delhi, were . 
taken back from him and transferred to the Oudh 
Government, but Soraon and Sikardara were left 
with Partabgarh. 


_ 2. Raja Chhatardhari had two wives, the elder 
being Sujan Kuar, the daughter of the Raja of Rewah. 
By her the Raja begot three sons, Pirthipat Singh, 
Hindupat Singh and Dalthaman Singh. Rani Sujan 
Kuar was a charitable and religious woman. She 
built a large pucca tank to the south-east of the 
Partabgarh Fort at the distance of a mile and a-half 
from it. This is one of the most famous tanks in 
the district. 


3. By his second wife Raja Chhatardhari had 
two sons, Maidni Singh and Bodh Singh. Maidni 
Singh founded a bazar called after him Katra Maid- 
niganj. Thiscbazar is situated near the big tank 
and lies on the western side of it. Formerly it 
was a famous market, but is now much decayed. 


- 
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There i is a building still extant in the fort of Partab- 
garh which is said to have been built by Raja Chha- 
tardhari. This Raja is remarkable as having begot 
twenty-two children, five legitimate and seventeen 
illegitimate. He died in 1735. 

. Pirthipat Singh, the eldest son of Chhatar- 
dhari, ascended the guddi on the death of his father, 
He married Rani Hans Kuar of the house of Dalip- 
pore and by her had & son Duniapat Singh. He 
married another Rani Chittra Rekha Kuar of the 
same family and by her begot Bahadur Singh. He 
had also an illegitimate son named Mohkam Singh. 


5. Pirthipat Singh’s great aim was to accumu- 
late treasure, At first his avarice did not hinder 
him from governing well and dispensing justice, for 
he .is said to have diligently and regularly attended 
to the complaints of his subjects; but by and by he 
became a slave to his passion. He was very fond of 
building tanks dnd embankments. One of his mag- 
nificent edifices can still be seen in the fort of Par- 
- tabgarh. It contains a very large subterranean apart- 
ment which can accommodate many hundred men. 
There are also many other smaller compartments, 
wells, etc., attached to this building in the fort. 


6. In 1750-51, when Ahmed Khan Bangash, the 
Nawab of Furrukhabad, sent his forces*under Kale 
Khan and Usman Khaf to attack the fort of Allah- 
abad, then in possession of Safdar Jung, the Nawab 
of Oudh, Pirthipat, who bore no ‘good-will to the 
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Nawab of Oudh, went and joined ‘the invaders with: 
his forces from Partabgarh and greatly distinguished 
himself. When the sefge was going on, the Rohillas 
were defeated by Safdar Jung-near Furrukhabad. 
Hearing of this defeat Raja Pirthipat withdrew his 
forces and returned to Partabgarh. Safdar’ Jung 
could not put up with this open act of hostility on 
the part of one whom he considered his subject and 
goon adopted a plan of revenge. 


7. On returning from Furrukhabad he encamp- 
ed at Gutni, near the banks of the Ganges. But Pir- 
thipat Singh being a powerful chief, the Nawab dared 
not attack him at once. So he played false, and sent 
word to the Raja to the effect that he was the bearer of 
a “khillat” (robe of honour) from the Emperor of Delhi 
for him, and consequently his presence at the Nawab's 
camp was-necessary. Moreover, he promised that if 
the Raja attended the summons he would confer 
upon him the Foujdarship of Manikpur, which was 
much coveted by Pirthipat. The Raja was told by 
his councillors that there was treachery in the whole 
proceeding and was advised not to go; but as fate 
had decreed otherwise he did not give heed to their 
counsel. He left Partabgarh and marched towards 
the Nawab’s camp, accompanied only by a thousand 
stalwart Kshatriyas. As soon as the Nawab heard 
of the Raja’s approach he sent some of his principal 
officers to receive him. Théy requested the Raja to 
come with only a few of his attendants, leaving the 
rest at some distance from the Nawab's camp. Raja 
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Pirthipat Singh, infatuated as he. was, consented 

and left his atmy at the distance of a mile or so from 

the camp, while he entered dnly with a few of his 

chief attendants. There he suffered several indigni- 

ties, but did not seem to take any notice of them. 

The Nawab had erected a large pavilion (shamiana) 

for the Durbar and had surrounded it on all sides with 

screens (kanats). The ambush had been skilfully 

laid. All the attendants of the Raja were ordered to* 
remain behind at the main entrance and the Raja was ' 
made to go inside alone. Nawab Safdar Jung re- 

ceived him cordially and spoke to him with apparent 

civility. So the, khillat” was brought and put before 

him and he was asked to go and robe himself in the 

adjoining tent. At the same time one Ali Beg was 

secretly directed to follow the Raja and to assassinate 
him. As the Raja stepped into the tent, Ali Beg on 

the pretence of congratulating him fell upon him. 

Pirthipat proving stronger than his assailant threw 

him down; but in the deadly grapple that ensued 

Ali Beg, quick as thought, took out the dagger from 

the Raja’s own side and stabbed him to the heart. 

The Raja biting his face with his teeth fell back a 

corpse. There is another and popular version to 

this story of the death of Pirthipat Singh, assigning 

a different cause for this attack of the Nawab Vizier. 

It runs as follows :-— 


8. In the town of Manikpur livedsa very rich 
banker, named Kaisri Sah. Pirthipat Singh demand- 
ed of him a large sum of money which he perhaps 
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rightly refused to pay. The Raja upon this had his 
son, who managed all the business of his father, 
“arrested and brought before him. He was very” 
severely beaten in the Raja’s presence and also tor- 
tured in other ways. Kaisri had some influential 
relations at Delhi, and through them he submitted his 
complaint to the Emperor. An Imperial Farman was 
therefore issued to Safdar Jung, the Nawab of Oudh, 
dn which he was directed to make a full inquiry 
and redress the wrongs of the banker. As the Rajas 
of Partabgarh, though loyal to the throne of Delhi, ; 
had never bowed to the authority of the Nawabs of 
Oudh, the latter were always on the watch to get a 
chance of humiliating them. Now the Nawab got 
his opportunity and marched to Partabgarh at the 
head of a large force. What followed has already 
been narrated. ‘ 


g. As soon as the news of the Raja's death 
reached his followers that were stationed at a dis- 
tance from the Nawab’s camp, they were thrown into 
apanic. They fled to Partabgarh and declared the 
sad news. Everyone there also was affected with 
dismay. The Nawab at once marched upon Partab- 
garh and captured the fort. The few soldiers still 
remaining there were powerless to do anything. 
The Ranis of Pirthipat Singh fled southwards to 
Rewah, Nawab Safdar Jung now issued a proclama- 
tion that there was no more any Raja of Partabgarh 
and that the whole Raj was confiscated. Hindupat 
Singh, the younger brother of the murdered Raja 
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went to Lucknow: and there embraced Islam. He 

was named ‘Sarfaraj Ali Khan and obtained the estate 
of Sawansa as the. reward of his apostacy. . This | 
estate lying in the Patti Pergannah had been received 

from Dalippore by the Partabgarh family as marriage 

dowry. . He was however murdered for his apostacy 
_ by the Sombansis. 


io, The estate of Partabgarh was held as kham 
tahsil for three or four years by the Nawab, but 
through the opposition of the Sombansi population 
of the Pergannah tiie management proved defective, 
and Safdar Jung was obliged to make settlement of 
the same with Duniapat Singh, the eldest son of 
Raja Pirthipat, who was hovering about his ancestral 
domains. 


“11, Raja Duniapat Singh thus, in 1754 A.D., got 
back his ancestral estate, but not as the Raja of the 
Sombansis. After some time, however, he began to 
think of throwing off the yoke of the Nawab of Oudh 
and thus vindicate the dignity of his house and wreak 
vengeance on the murderer of his father. Conse- 
quently he began to show some signs of discontent 
and disaffection. But the Nawab was watching his 
movements and at once appointed two of his nazims, 
Ismail Beg and Taqi Beg, to crush the rebellion. 
They marched against Partabgarh with a large army, 
drove Duniapat Singh from his estate, hatly pursued 
him and encountering him at Behdou? in Sikandra, 
overpowered his forces, The Raja died fighting in the 
field and his Rani Kusal Kuar fled . towards Rewah, 
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in 1759 A.D, Bahadur-Singh and Mohkam Singh, 
his brothers, also fled in the same direetion. 


12, Raja Duniapat Singh had a daughter Dur- 
yao Kuar, who was married to a brother of the Raja of 
Rewah. He had also an illegitimate son, Sarup Singh, 
who afterwards managed to get the Taluqua of Dandi 
Kachh or Tejgarh. 


. 13. Thus ended the Partabgarh Raj which had 
enjoyed unique power and influence for about one 
hundred and fifty years. From this time forward 
the town itself lost its former prestigé and gradually 
became less populous. Nawab Safdar Jung com- 
manded one of his civil officers to take possession 
of the fort in his name. Four years afterwards 
Sikandar Seh, nephew of Raja Pirthipat, came down 
with.a considerable force and wrested the fort Trom 
the Nawab's troops. He could only occupy it for 
six months, as in a second engagement he was 
defeated and driven out of the pergannah. After 
the lapse of another five years Raja Bahadur Singh, 
son of Raja Pirthipat, advanced from Rewah with © 
his few trusty followers, and an auxiliary con- 
tingent, and recovered the fort after a severe con- 
test. Subsequently he took the side of Lal Barwand 
Singh of Rampur-Behar. in a dispute between the 
latter and the Nazim; at which the Nazim was so 
incensed that he marched against Partabgarh and 
overthrew the Raja in battle. The-fort fell into 
his hand, and from that time up to 1856 remained 
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CHAPTER X. 


. 
Tue SomBansi Rajas oF PARTABGARH AND THE 
Mousmmapan Governments AT DELHI AND Lucknow, 


From what has been narrated above it may pretty 
correctly be inferred that the Sombansi Rajas had 
exercised something like an independent sovereignty 
over the whole Pergannah of Partabgarhe That 
the district was the stronghold of Hinduism is cer- 
tain ; for here the three great clans of the Kshatriyas, 
viz., the Sombansis of Partabgarh, the Bachgotis 
of Patti and Dalippore, and the Bisens of Behar and 
Manikpur, acted as confederates, and seldom or 
never allowed their interests to clash with one an- 
other. All the three had come as conquerors, often 
combined to destroy a common foe, the Bhars, and 
brought about the extinction of this race which 
before their advent had swayed many districts on 
both sides of the Ganges. 


2. The Sombansi Rajas, as lords of the soil, 
exercised many direct acts of ownership. The first 
was the appropriation of villages for the support of 
the younger branches of the family and their principal 
dependants. When the head fort became overcrowd- 
ed, one or more villages were assigred to offshoots 
which could not be accommodated at home. The 
assignees went to reside in the villages granted to 


. 
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them, and instead of becoming an inconvenience or 
possible source of danger, contributed not.a little to 
fhe power of their chieftain. The second direct 
proprietary act was the allotment of smal] parcels of 
land chiefly to Brahmans, sanctioned with ‘all the 
solemnity of religious gifts, either to secure the ‘peace 
of the soul or to reward the learning and services of 
Pandits and family priests. The third was the 
ealling out of the clan levies, inasmuch as the princi- 
pal fief-holders (gusaridars) held their land on the 
conditién of military service to be rendered by them 
to their Raja, and by the villagers to their immediate 
landlord the Thakur. The fourth, an invariable 
attribute of a Hindu Raja, was that his subjects never 
withheld the payment of tribute from him even in the 
worst days of his struggle with the Mohammadan 
power; but sent that to him with almost equal 
regularity, both when he was ruling with despotic 
power from his fort, ‘and when he was a proscribed 
rebel hiding for his life in the jungle. 


3. When the central Government was strong 
and vigilant, as under Akbar and his successors, the 
Hindu clans became naturally depressed, and were 
deprived of much of their importance. The game of 
war for the time being over, their connection with the 
villages in their domains became much closer, new 
villages were founded, and the increasing numbers 
in each family produced a large number of non- 
cultivating village proprietors. . Each member of the 
leading house was able, when he separated, to assume 
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in his own new: home almost all the privileges 
retained by the head of his family. The tie of 
kinship was, however, still uhbroken; and when the 
flames of war spread over the district, the subordi- 
nate centres of power united themselves for conquest 
or defence under the banner of their Raja, who at 
such times exercised almost regal authority. In. his 
fort, however, surrounded by the mud-houses of his 
dependants and retainers and the few handicraftsmen 
necdful for the wants of himself and his household, 
he received in council the heads of the infeudated 
families ; or held a court of justice to dispose of the 
principal disputes of his subjects or delegate his 
powers to a Panchayet if the matter was not of pri- 
mary importance, ‘I'wice almost every year, at the 
Holi festival on the advent of spring, and at the 
Dassehra celebration in the autumn, the villagers 
flocked to offer their tribute to their hereditary .ruler, 
and generally then the more worthy of the dependants 
received at his hands territorial grants, or cash re+ 
wards for their faithful service. 


4. The power of the Raja notwithstanding such 
alienations of lands and villages, was not liable to 
any sudden decline or decay, This was owing to 
the liberal way in which the younger branches of the 
family were generally provided for. It insured their 
loyalty and devotion to the brother that ruled, but who 
generally enjoyed only a,larger share than the others, 
These Kshatriya clans were powerful, because they 
neglected the principle of primogenitire, and regarded 
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their Raja not as the lord of the clans’ property but 
only as their anointed chief and social leader ; and in 
fact were ever ready to*follow the military leadership 

of any able scion of the family, in dispite of the 
nominal head of the house to whom their allegiance 
was due. | is 


5. The annals of the Sombansis show us 
that they never went so far as to make a par- 
tition of their estate. The younger brothers and 
sons were invariably provided with a village or two, 
which small patrimonies they always proceeded to 
enlarge by every means in their power, and specially 
by picking up stray villages after the Raja was mur- 
dered. Thus they became proprietors of large estates, 
consisting in some cases of even a hundred villages 
or more, and within two or three generations; or 
even quicker, specially when any able, astute and 
enterprising son could make his power dreaded and 


his house illustrious. 


6. The connection of the Sombansi Rajas with 
the Imperial Government at Delhi and the Lucknow 
Court was not always very clear and well defined. 
In the Ain-e-Akbari compiled by Abdul Fazal under 
Akbar’s orders, the Partabgarh Pergannah is denoted 
as Mobal Arail and “is placed under the Sirkar of 
Manikpur ; the latter being one of the two divisions of 
the Province of Oudh, as it then stood on the map of 
Hindustan. The Sombansi lord must have held 
his raj on pergannah tenure from the Imperial 
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Government, for the Sombansi Raja Ramchandra is 
said by the Mussulman historian to have received if 
as such from Delhi. But generally his successors 
seemed to have held aloof, and simply looked on from 
without 6n a system of officials they were not strong 
enough to interfere with. Occasionally they did 
some service to the Imperial Government as a mark 
of their loyalty to the paramount power, or contribut- 
ed a quota of men to the imperial forces ; but beyond 
this they kept no concern with the affairs gf their 
alien conquerors, i 


7. When Saadat Khan, the first Subahdar of 
Oudh, made his progress through the province, he 
was sent to set in order, he acknowledged the Hindu 
chiefs in their respective pergannahs art entrusted to 
them the collection of the Government revenue; for 
the pergannah boundaries generally corresponded 
with the limits of the chieftain’s authority and the dis- 
tribution of his clan, and he was already furnished with ~ 
a body of hereditary revenue officials. The chieftain 
or the Raja was allowed to retain rent-free the villages 
which he had previously kept for his own mainten- 
ance. His old tribute was sanctioned and his status 
was further defined by the permission to levy for his 
own use rupees two per annurtt from each village in 
his pergannah. His power of disposing of the waste 
land was left intact ; but he was not allawed to assign 
whole villages as before. He could, however, occa- 
sionally purchase the right of engaging for the 
Government demand as proprietor in particular 
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villages in which he already collected the revenue as 
head of the pergannah., 


8. During the reign of Nawab Saadat Ali Khan, 
who was hard-pressed for money and the demands of 
the British Government, the pergannah tenure was 
found clumgy and unprofitable and separate engage- 
ments were taken from the village-proprietors (who 
thus became the zamindars of modern times). This 
proceeding reduced the Raja to the rank of one of 
his own zamindars, and therefore met with the most 
strenuous opposition from all the Kshatriya chief- 
tains. It was therefore found impossible to govern 
on this principle. Sometimes by favour, but oftener 
by force, the Hindu Rajas possessed themselves of 
single villages, and adding one or two each year to 
their engagement, for the first time began to hold - 
smal! estates corresponding to the taluquadari - 
tenures of the present day. Thus the Sombansis 
came to have among themselves three hundred and 
sixty taluquadari and one hundred and_ fifty-four 
zamindari tenures—a very large and fair distribution 
of property, which few other clans_can boast of. 
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CHAPTER” XI, 


Dissocution OF THE Ray anD ESTABLISHMENT OF 
Tacuguas. 





SECTION 1. 


DissoLuTion oF THE Raj oF PARTABGARH. 


Wuen Raja Duniapat Singh was slain in battle in 
1759, the Nawab of Oudh at once began the settle- 
ment of his newty-acquired possessions. Four Kanun- 
goes were appointed, two of them being Hindus and 
two Mohammadans. Amidst the confusion which 

naturally followed the revolution at Partabgarh any- 
' body who bribed the Kanungoes on a large scale 
“ acquired an estate for himself. The revenue gettle- 
ment was made directly with small zamindars or 
cultivators. Those Sombansi chiefs who were subordi-~ 
nate to the Rajas of Partabgarh, began to pay their 
revenue direct to the Chakladars, and thus became 
the direct owners of their estates instead of being 
fief-holders as they had hitherto been. The town of 
Partabgarh itself, where the fort was situated, was 
split up into several divisions and came gradually 
into the possession of men of different Rationalities, 
each person calling his -estate by a particular name. 
Chakladars began to live in the fort and some Nawabi 
troops were stationed there ; a regiment of infantry, 
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two guns and some cavalry being the usual gafrison. 
The Mussulman Kanungo, who lived at Partabgarh, 
gradually got possession ofa very rich estate con- 
‘sisting of more than half of the town of Partab- 
garh itself, together with five or “six other _ villages. 
Now there was no Raja and no Thakurs, and every- 
body became his own master. 


2. Bahadur Singh, the second son of Raja 
Pirthipat, was very cautious and circumspect. Re- 
turning: from Rewah with a large force after nine 
or ten years, he acquired possession of his ancestral 
estate, about 1768 A.D., and was solemnly invested 
with the Raj by the whole Sombansi- clan, who met 
and agreed to receive him as their Raja. He was 
however, still in a state of war with the Nazim and 
the struggle continued till 1778 when the Nazim 
formally recognised him on the part of the Oudh 
Government. In this struggle Babu Abhiman Singh, 
the lord of Taroul, helped Bahadur Singh to a great 
extent. 


3. Six miles to the west of Partabgarh is a 
village called Bahlolpore, which was at first granted 
to Bahadur Singh for his maintenance in 1778 A.D. 
Afterwards when Bahadur Singh by his luck and 
pluck added many other villages to his estate, they 
were all combined into one taluqua and called Bahlol- 
pore. Deoli, a village near Bahlolpore, was made the 
seat of Rajguddi. Besides this Taluqua of Bahlolpore, 
many other small taluquas sprang up on the dissolu- 
tion of the Raj of Partabgarh. A detailed account of 
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these'is given hereafter from which it will be seen 
that when misfortune overtook the Sombansis of Par- 
tabgarh, the one extensive and compact Raj was split 
up into many smaller estates called taluquas. 


SECTION 2. 


Raja Banapur SINGH AND THE BAHLOLPoRE Estate." 


Raya Banapur Sincu obtained the estate of Bah- 
lolpore in 1778 A.D. By his own energy combined 
with good fortune, he improved it a great deal, In 
the Nawabi arid Imperial papers he was designated 
by the title of “ Raja.” The Sombansis being pleased 
with his talent for government and civility of manners, 
acknowledged him as their Raja, and Rani Kushal 
-Kuar, the widow of Raja Duniapat Singh, also liked 
him. As he was childless and Babu Abhiman Singh 
had treated him kindly and helped him in his adver- 
sity, he and his wife, with the advice of Rani Kushal 
Kuar, agreed to adopt someone from the family of 
Babu Abhiman Singh as their son and heir, 


2, Let the reader here go back for a while to Raja 
Sangram Sah. ‘his Raja had four sons (1) Ramchan- 
dra, (2) Chandrabhan, (3) Khanderai and (4) Sujan 
Sah, The line of Ramchandra became extinct with 
Duniapat Singh, he having only an illegitimate son, 
Sarup Singh, who eventually obtained the Taluqua 
of Dandi Kachh. Chandrabhan and Khanderai died 
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without leaving an issue; so only those whd were 
descended from Sujan Sah could claim to be the 
jegal heirs. Babu Abhiman Singh was ‘of this line 
‘and was at the same time capable and prudent. The 
efforts therefore which he made to help Bahadur 
Singh to his guddi were after all not so unselfish 
as they would appear to be at first sight. But 
unfortunately the Babu was treacherously murdered 
by the Thakurs of Bhowalpur, at Karighat, on the 
Sayee and close to Partabgarli, Raja Bahadur Singh 
very mhuch regretted the murder of his benefactor, but 
could do no more. Abhiman Singh left three sons: 
Bhairon Bakhsh Singh, Audhan Singh and Umand 
Singh. Bhairon Bakhsh Singh was lazy and careless, 
and consequently broke off all connection with Bahlol- 
pore, and was only nominally the owner of Taroul. 
But Abhiman Singh’s brother, Sirnam Singh, had a 
son Sheoratan Singh, who had the reputation of being 
the cleverest youth in the family, Raja Bahadur Singh 
and Rani Kushal Kuar therefore made up their minds 
to adopt him, and brought him from Khuroin, his 
native village, to their fort and kept him there as their 
would-be son. Now it chanced that Raja Bahadur 
Singh fell ill, and Sheoratan Singh put his own guards 
over everything in the fort and would-not permit the 
Rani to have access to the Raja, a conduct which 
so much offended the old man that he cut him off. 
Sheoratan Singh was obliged to go back home very 
much disappointed ; and Rani Sugandh Kuar soon 
after succeeded in inducing her husband to adopt 
Shamsher Bahadur Singh, her sister's son, who was 
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at once invited to Bahlolpore and adopted according 
to the rites’ of the Hindu Law. Thus Shamsher 
Bahadur became the heir to the Bahlolpore estate: 
Raja Bahadur Singh died in 1818, and was succeeded 
by Shamsher Bahadur Singh. 


The Oudh Gazetteer speaks of Bahadur Singh as 
an illegitimate son of Raja Pirthipat, but this is an 
error. The following, are the reasons for which a 
contrary opinion is held here :— 


First of all the two Ranis of Pirthipat Singh 
were sisters and therefore of equal status in rank 
and caste. Hence as an expression of equal esteem 
and love they could not but have been taken in lawful 
wedlock though their marriages may not have been 
celebrated on the same scale. 


Secondly, the honour and regard in which 
Bahadur Singh was held by the whole Sombansi 
community shows that he was as high-born as his 
brother Duniapat Singh, and the enthusiatic recep- 
tion they all gave him, as the Raja of the Sombansis 
after his return from flight to fight for his heritage, 
unmistakably proves that they had little or no 
doubt about his pure descent. 


And lastly, the very eager desise of Babu 
Sheoratan Singh to become his son precludes the 
idea of Bahadur Singh's illegitimacy, for no high-born 
Chattri noble would like to be adupted in a degraded 
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family and thus lose his social status among his 
equals and contemporaries. . 


The friends and partisans of Sheoratan Singh, 
however, after his rejection seem to have given out 
that Raja Bahadur Singh was from an unmarried 
Rani and the statement in the Gazetteer must have 
been inspired from the same quarter and received 
as truth. 


3. - Raja Shamsher Bahadur Singh was the son 
of a Sombansi zamindar of Sarai Anadave, and de- 
scended from Babu Murar Singh. Sheoratan Singh 
was much aggrieved when he heard of Shamsher 
Bahadur’s accession to the guddi. He and his brother 
Gulab Singh pledged themselves to wrest the Taluqua 
of Bahlolpore from him by force. Collecting their 
own retainers and some auxiliaries they marched from 
Taroul and took possession of the village Niwari. 
They also began to plunder that part of the Bablol- 
pore estate which was contiguous to Taroul. The 
ryots of Shamsher Bahadur Singh were thus harass- 
ed and plundered; his armed men were routed, till 
Shamsher Bahadur Singh was obliged to relinquish 
the possession of Niwari, This success elated the 
hearts of the brothers Sheoratan Singh and Gulab 
Singh, and dame fortune very much befriended them 
at thisjuncture. As the behaviour of Sheoratan Singh 

_ had displeased Rani Sugandh Kuar, so the conduct 
of Shamsher Bahadur Singh angered Rani Kushal 
Kuar, the widow of Raja Duniapat Singh, and she left 
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Bahlolpore for her father’s house at Dhangarh. 
Sheoratan ‘Singh on hearing this news hastened to 
the place, and ingratiated himself with Rani Kushal 
Kuar, who soon made him her heir and represen- 
tative (1825 A.D.). As Kushal Kuar was the wife 
of Raja Duniapat Singh, her adopted son also was 
called Raja by the Sombansis in general. 


4. Thus two parties were formed among the 
Sombansis; one with Shamsher Bahadur Singh at 
its head, and the other with Sheoratan Singh as its 
acknowledged Raja. Sheoratan Singh now received 
some Nankar (cash allowance) from the King of 
Oudh to make him relinquish his claim to Deoli - 
and not create disturbances any more; and Raja 
Shamsher Bahadar was firmly established on the 
guddi under the patronage of the then Nazim, 
Raja Darshun Singh. Raja Shamsher Bahadur 
died in 1884. He founded a market which is still 
held and called Shamsherganj. 


5. Raja Shamsher Bahadur married a daughter 
of the Raja of Umri named Bulraj Kuar, and by her - 
had two sons, Mahendra Bahadur and Bijai Bahadur. 
He had also an illegitimate son named Bhairon 
Bakhsh Singh, for whom Rani Bulraj Kuar had 
a great regard. She had given him a house to live 
in at Tejgarh, which was her place of residence. 


'6. Bijai Bahadur succeeded his father, as his 
elder brother Mahendra Bahadur was dead. He was 
a minor and Rani Bulraj Kuar remained practically 
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the manager of the estate till he attained his majo- 
rity. Just then the annexation of Oudh’took place 
and the whole provincé passed into the hands of 
the British in 1856 A.D. 


7. Rani Bulraj Kuar’s regard for Bhairon 
Bakhsh Singh gradually became the cause of Bijai 
Bahadur's displeasure. The mother and son began 
to.quarrel frequently; and at last the mother left 
Deoli altogether and took her abode at Tejgarh 
with Bhesiron Bakhsh. She had already granted 
a few villages to Bhairon Bakhsh and now she 
bought for him some more. They lived and main- 
tained themselves upon the income of these 
villages, having cut off their connection from 
Bahlolpore altogether. 


8. Raja Bijai Bahadur married Janki Kuar, a 
daughter of the Taluquadar of Dhingwas. Being 
without issue, he anc his wife proposed to adopt some 
one from amongst the descendants of Sujan Sah. 
Their choice fell upon Partab Bahadur Singh, the 
adopted son of Raja Ajit Singh. Raja Bijai Bahadur 
accordingly made his will and had it duly registered. 
On hearing this news all the Sombansis were 
gratified, because they thought that now at last 
both the branches of the Partabgarh house would 
be united by this adoption. But Bijai Bahadur 
was foolish and capricious. He depended almost 
entirely upon one of his agents, or, to speak 
the truth, was entirely in his power. By 
some means or other this agent succeeded 
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in persuading the Raja to make another will, by 
which the whole estate was made over to his wife 
Rani Janki Kuar. The paterral estate of Dhingwa¢ 
. was already hers, and this gave her the possession 
of. Bahlolpore as well. Raja Bijai Bahadur took 
up his residence at Dhingwas, spending the greater 
part of his time in the performance of religious 
duties after his own fashion. He died: in 1886 at 
Lucknow. 


9. Rani Janki Kuar, the daughter of Lal Mahipal. 
Singh, Taluquadar of Dhingwas, was also pious in her 
habits, and now managed both the estates of. Bahlol-. 
pore and Dhingwas.. As she was a purdah-nashin 
lady, all the business of her large estates*'was carzjéd. 
on by her agents and employés. After the death 
of her husband she always remained sad _and dejected. 
She selected no one to succeed her. They say that 
her intention was to adopt Partab Bahadur Singh as 
he was the youth chosen by her husband. But: if it 
was so, she could not fulfil her intention, as she died 
suddenly in 1888. 


10. Upon her death, both the estates fell into 
confusion. Dhingwas was the hereditary estate ofthe 
Bisens and they tried to establish their right to it, 
while the old men among the Sombansis tried to find 
out some legal heir for Bahlolpore. But Raja Ajit 
Singh remained perfectly quiet, perhaps not caring 

‘to see his adopted son Partab Bahadur become the 
successor to another man’s estate. 
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11. When Rani Janki Kuar . died at Dhingwas, 
Lal Shankar Singh, who was the Taluqueadar of Dhan- 
garh, took possession ef the estate with the aid ofthe | 
Rani’s servants. Bhairon Bakhsh Singh, the illegi- 
timate half-brother of Raja Bijai Bahadur Singh, also 
came out of his seclusion, proceeded to Deoli and 
established himself there. Soon after this he took 
possession of Bahlolpore and sued Lal Shankar Singh 
for the possession of Dhingwas. He gave out that 
as soon as he would obtain possession of Dhingwas, 
which he was sure to do sooner or later, he would 
help the poor among the Sombansis by giving them 
parcels of lands out of a cluster of. villages called 
“Baraen” in the estate of Dhingwas. This bait | 
proved too much fora large portion of Sombansis to 
be withstood, they being mostly poor and destitute. 
Bhairon Bakhsh thus succeeded in attaching to him- 
self a considerable number of his brotherhood. 


12, Raja Chbhitpal Singh, the grandson of 
Raja Sheoratan Singh, was at this time Assistant 
Commissioner at Unao. When he heard the news 
of Janki Kuar’s death, he at once took leave and 
went to Partabgarh. Had he been present on the 
death of Janki Kuar, he might have got posses- 
sion of Bahlolpore, and the desire of becoming Raja 
Bahadur Singh’s successor which Sheoratan Singh 
carried to his grave, would have been fulfilled. . But 
this was not to be. Chhitpal Singh was obliged. to 
sue his rival for his rights which have not yet. been 
finally adjudged. 
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- SECTION 3. 


Basu Aswan Sincu anp, Gutas SmneH | AND 
THE TarRou. Estate, 


On the death of Raja Pirthipat Singh when the 
princely house of Partabgarh came to an end, Babu 
Abhiman Singh had taken possession of the village 
Taroul as a nucleus and, aggregating with it the 
neighbouring villages, had formed the Taroul estate 
and had it settled with himself by the favour of the 
Chakladar. He also tried his best to assist Bahadur 
Singh, the second son of Pirthipat Singh, and got him 
acknowledged as the Raja of Partabgarh. So when 
Bahadur Singh got the estate of Bahlolpore, the 
taluqua which was in the possession of Abhiman Singh 
- not only remained intact, but was improved and en- 
larged in many ways. Babu Abhiman-Singh was an 
able and energetic man, and amidst the confusjon of 
the times he did his best to set things right at 
Partabgarh. His life was, however, cut short by 
dacoits at Karighat. 


2. On his death his son Bhairon Bakhsh Singh 
succeeded to the estate, but for a short time, for he 
was soon ousted by Gulab Singh. When Sheoratan 
Singh was adopted by Rani Kushal Kuar, Gulab 
Singh took the management of his brother’s affairs 
into hi§ own hands. Bhairon Bakhsh Singh was 
careless and dull, while Gulab Singh was active and 
influential. Gulab Singh now easily succeeded in . 
getting the estate of Taroul settled in his own name 
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in 1842. Bhairon Bakhsh Singh with his two brothers 
Audhan Singh and Umand Singh, tried to arrest the 
tide of Gulab Singh’s good fortune, but without 
success. Gulab Singh gave the village of Koolhipore 
to Bhairon Bakhsh Singh and Umand Singh for their 
maintenance, while Audhan Singh got possession of 
Mullupore which continued to be his and his family’s 
means of support. : 


3. Babu Bhairon Bakhsh Singh had four sons: 
Pirthipal Singh. Jugmohan Singh, Sher Bahadur 
Singh and Lal Bahadur. His second brother had 
three sons: Sarabjit Singh, Ajit Singh and Bishnath 
Singh. Sarabjit Singh was a brave Kshatriya and. 
was treacherously killed, as they say, at the instiga- 
tion of Gulab Singh. This cruelty roused the anger of 
the Sombansis to a certain extent, but as Babu Gulab 
Singh was rich and powerful, it failed to do him any 
permanent injury; and Gulab Singh soon reconciled 
his caste-fellows to himself. 


4. Babu Gulab Singh by his talents and in- 
telligence attained great influence with the officials 
of the Kings of Oudh. Whenever any new Nazim 
or Chakladar was appointed to the administration of 
Partabgarh, now under the Nizamat of Sultanpore, 
Babu Gulab Singh would go to receive him and pay 
his respects before anybody else did so. He avquaint- 
ed him with the condition of affairs im the district and 
by his address and suavity of manners became the 
favourite of them all. ‘Ihe Taluqua of Taroul that he 
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owned was only a’ small one, but being a man of “ine 

telligence and energy, and having great influence with 

the highest officials of the king, he was much respect- 

ed by his brother Taluquadars. Gulab Singh in his 

turn had a great regard for them all, and often stood 

security for his brother Taluquadars, whenever thé 
Government demand against them fell in arrears. He 

was also a warrior and often led plundering expedi- 

tions against the Bahlolpore estate, specially since 
the time Shamsher Bahadur Singh had heen seated 

on the “guddi.” He thus wrested* several’ villages 

from Bahlolpore. He had his grand-niece married 

to Maharaja Bishnath Singh of Rewah, and thus gained 

greater influence by making this high matrimonial 

alliance. He paid much attention to his troops and’ 

fort ; and the military resources at his command were 

always greater than what his own limited means 

would have justified. He had a fort at Taroul, 

and had also built a house in Partabgarh and forti- 

fied it. 


5. Since Sarabjit Singh, son of Audhan Singh, 
had been murdered, as they thought, by Babu Gulab 
Singh, their families had been at a blood feud. Gulab 
Singh, however, by his diplomacy had’ succeeded in 
attaching several members of that family to himself . 
and made them partakers in his feasts. But Ajit 
Singh, fhe second son of Audhan Singh, -was never so 
reconciled, When on attaining the age of discretion, 
he became acquainted with the fact that Babu Gulab 
Singh had taken possession of the estate of his 
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grandfather, Babu Abhiman Singh, without even a 
shadow of right, he began to oppose Gulab Singh 
in any way he could, dnd whenever he obtained. a 
chance, he compelled the villagers-to pay him the rent 
of their holdings. 


6. Gulab Singh is said to have tried his best 
to have Ajit Singh removed out of the way, but 
the latter was always wary and careful and kept out of 
his clutches. When the Province of Oudh was 
annexed by the British Government in 1856 A.D., 
and the settlement operations were begun from 
_ Amethi, in the district of Sultanpore, Ajit Singh at | 
once sued Gulab Singh forthe possession of his pater~, . 
nal estate of Taroul in the Settlement Court, But; 
before that Court could pass any judgment the 
Mutiny broke out. Gulab Singh with this fresh 
proof of enmity still rankling in Ajit Singh’s bosom, 
tried his best to have him removed out of the way, 
and as Ajit Singh’s own relations had joined Gulab 
Singh's side, Ajit Singh was reduced to very dire 
straits. At this juncture, however, an incident 
occurred which changed the whole aspect of affairs, 
and turned the tide of fortune in Ajit Singh’s 
favour. 


7. It so happened that just then many English 
ladies with their children who had fled from Sultan- 
pore passed through Partabgarh on their way to 
Allahabad. Some of the servants and dependants 
of Gulab Singh /ooted them, perhaps with the implied 
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consent of their master. But Ajit Singh treated 
them kindly? took them under his protection and 
escorted them to the fort of Allahabad. In the 
meantime, Gulab Singh openly turned a rebel and 
strengthened his fort of Taroul to resist the advance 
of British troops from Allahabad. The fort was, 
however, taken after some fighting, and Gulab Singh 
fled. Ajit Singh all along remained with the British 
army and helped its offjcers with his advice and local 
knowledge. When the country again became quiet 
and settled, the British Government’ confiscated the 
Taluqua of Taroul and bestowed it upon Ajit Singh. 
Babu Gulab Singh, however, received an allowance 
of Rs.200a month for his maintenance, and lived 
at Partabgarh till his death in the year 1866. 





SECTION 4. 


Rajas Sueoratan Sincy anv Cunitpat SincH AND 
THE Nurpur or Cuuirpaccarn Estate. 


Rant Kusnat Kuar, the widow of Raja Duniapat 
Singh, had adopted Sheoratan Singh, and had given 
him the status of her own heir and representative. 
Raja Sheoratan Singh drew his Nankar allowance of 
Rs.1,50c. He died in 1840 and was succeeded by 
his son Dhir Singh, who received from King Amjad 
Ali Shah, in lieu of the Nankar, 20 rent-free villages 
from the estate of Taroul. Raja Dhir Singh died 
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young (1849) leaving an infant son Chhitpal Singh to 
. succeed him., Babu Gulab Singh installéd-the child of 
Dhir Singh dh the “guddi” and managed his estate 
under the name of Nurpur. 


2. Raja Chhitpal Singh was a mere boy when 
the Mutiny occurred, After the re-annexation of the 
province, the estates of Taroul and Nurpur were both — 
confiscated and bestowed upon Ajit Singh for his 
loyalty during the Mutiny. Upon this Chhitpal Singh 
advanced his claim for the possession of his paternal 
estates, His plea was that he and his uncle Gulab 
Singh were the owners of two different taluquas, and 
Nurpur was not the property of his uncle Gulab 4 
Singh. Chhitpal Singh obtained a decree in his - 
favour, and the Nurpur estate was thus restored to 
him. 


3. Raja Chhitpal Singh was educated at the 
Government Zila School, Partabgarh. He was first 
appointed an honorary magistrate, and then, in 1881, 
made a statutory civilian. His sister was married to 
Maharaj Bishnath Singh of Rewah, and his daughter 
was married to the son of the Raja of Bansi, in the 
_ district of Gorakhpur. But both of them are now 
dead. Raja Chhitpal Singh had an only son, -Lal 
Indrapal Singh, who unfortunately died a premature 
death after baving received a good education and given 
promise of future greatness. Raja Chhitpal Singh 
has founded a market at the place of his residence, 
Chhitpalgarh. : 
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SECTION 5. 


Basu Gurpat Sincy anp ~BakHTawar SincH 
f 
AND THE Pirtuicany Estate, 


Raja Prrrurpat Sincr had an illegitimate son Moh- 
kam Singh. Raja Bahadur Singh gave an allow- 
ance to Mohkam Singh for his support; and for the 
maintenance of the illegitimate sons of Mohkam 
Singh he assigned eleven villages from his Taluqua of 
Bahlolpore. Of his five sons, Gurdat Singh was the 
cleverest. He began to pay his court to the Nazims 
and at last succeeded in his object. The eastern part 
of the Taluqua ‘of Bahlolpore was detached from the 
parent estate and was bestowed upon Mohkam Singh 
under the name of Awar Pirthiganj, in.1818. The 
eléven villages before spoken of were soon included 
in this taluqua, 


2. Babu Gurdat Singh being childless was 
succeeded by his brother Bakhtawar Singh, who 
added much to the bulk of the taluqua and also to his 
own fame and dignity. He had three sons of whom 
the eldest, Baini Pershad Singh, succeeded him. The 
latter in his turn was succeeded by his son Hardat 
Singh, who was frugal, economic and well versed in 
Sanskrit. He was a mere boy when his father died ; 
but on attaining his majority he took the «management 
of the estate into his own. hands, and paid off the 
ancestral debt by selling a Portion of his estate. The 
latter part of his life Was passed in ease and comfort, 
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and he was able to leave some of his savings to his 
eldestson, Babu Shankar’ Pershad Singh, who is at 
present in possession. » 


SECTION 6. 


Basu Sarup SIncH AND SripaT SINGH AND THE 
Danpi-Kacuu Estate. 


Raja Duniapat SincH had, -as already mentioned 
an illegitimate son, Sarup Singh, who on the death of 
his father fled from Partabgarh. When Raja Baha- 
dur Singh obtained the Bahlolpore estate, Sarup 
Singh too pressed his claim, and by his adroitness 
and perseverence succeeded in obtaining the village 
Dandi-Kachh for his maintenance. Sarup Singh was an 

able and experienced man. He redoubled his efforts 

after this success ; and at Jast obtained the north-west 

part of the Pergannah of Partabgarh as his estate 

which he named Dandi-Kachh (1784), and was recog-- 
nised as one of the Taluquadars of the district. 


2. Babu Sarup Singh was succeeded by his son 
Sripat Singh, who added many other villages like 
Sheorajpore, Bhadonsi, Kalyanpore, etc., to his estate. 
He was an able man, but of an ungovernable temper. 
Babu Sripat Singh was a fast friend of Babu Gulab 
Singh, and the two often acted in concert when out 
on their plundering excursions. Sripat Singh had 
no male issue. He adopted his son-in-law Babu Dan 
Bahadurpal Singh, Surajbansi, who is at, present the 
owner of the estate, © 
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SECTION 7. 


Durea Bakusy Sincy anp*Hanuman Baxkusu 
Sincu anp THE Domipore Estate, 


When Raja Duniapat Singh was slain, there lived 
at Partabgarh one Durga Bakhsh Singh, a descen- 
dant of Murar Singh, Raja Ghantamdeo's brother. 
He was a clever man, and his brother Ousan Singh, 
was a bold and influential landowner. Durga Bakhsh 
curried favour with the Nawab of Oudh, and at last 
succeeded in obtaining the village of Domipore with 
a-few adjacent villages, Durga Bakhsh added his 
hereditary lands and the villages of Narainpore and 
Nobasta, etc., to his newly-acquired estate and thus 
forming a taluqua named it Domipore. Raja Bahadur 
Singh afterwards bestowed upon him the village of 
Bikrampore as a reward for his good and faithful 
services. 


2. Sheo Shankar Singh succeeded his father, 
Babu Durga Bakhsh Singh, and was in his turn suc- 
ceeded by his son Hanuman Bakhsh Singh, who was a 
very good and amiable man, Babu Jagmohan Singh, 
theson of Babu Hanuman Bakhsh Singh, is the present 
proprietor of the taluqua, and resides at Bikrampore, 
a village lying a couple of miles off. Partabgarh. 
Babu Hanuman Bakhsh Singh founded a bazar, which 
is called Hanumanganj after his name. 
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SECTION 8. 


- Basu PancuaM SINGH AND THE Baispore Estate 
— Smart Proprietors. — 


Basu Pancuam Sincu, a descendant of Murar Singh, 
used to pay his revenue to Raja Bahadur Singh 
of Bahlolpore, but with the help of the Nazims got 
the kabuliat executed in his own name, He called his 
Taluqua Baispore, adding the villages of Sarai Har 
Narain, Baispore, etc., to his “hereditary domains of 
Ahina, « He was succeeded by his son Aman Singh 
whose grandson was Saltanat Bahadur Singh ; and 
Bajrang Bahadur Singh, the son of Saltanat Bahadur, 
is at present the owner of the taluqua. 


2. The reader will thus see that during the 
confusion which followed the deaths of Rajas Pir- 
thipat Singh and Duniapat Singh, many taluquas, 
such as Bhalolpore, Taroul, etc., arose on the disrup- 
tion of the old Raj. Moreover, many other villages 
fell into the hands of small zamindars ; but all of 
them are not owned by Sombansis, as some have 
fallen into the hands of Brahmans and Mussulmans. 


3. What partly led to this division of the Raj 
of Partabgarh was the manner in which villages for 
maintenance were assigned by its Rajas to their 
nearer relations. These estates were mostly situated 
within the limits of the Partabgarh Pergannah, The 
pergannahs of Soraon, Sikandra, Gurwar, etc., were 
also in their possession and they might have dis- 
tributed these estates out of these pergannahs which 
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were, strictly speaking, outside the limits of Partab- 
garh. But.their policy was to keep their relations 
and kinsmen as near ‘the seat vf the Raj as possible, 
so that in time of need they may prove a help and 
support to their lord suzerain. The result was that 
the lands of the Partabgarh Pergannah were divided 
and sub-divided ; and as the descendants of these 
“ Guzaredars” continued to increase in number, the 
share of each grew less, till at last only small parcels 
of land are all that have been left to many a descend- 


ant of the Rajas themselves. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
Rajyas Ajit SINGH AND PartaB BAHADUR SINGH. 


Raya Ayit Sincu, tenth in descent from Raja Sangram 
Sah, was the grandson of Babu Abhiman Singh, and 
the second son of Babu Audhan Singh. He was 
born in 1816, at Bankey, in the Tahsil of Soraon 
of the Allahabad district. It was then customary 
for the Zamindars of Oudh to have two houses: one 
within the borders of Oudh, and the other out+ 
side it, somewhere in the adjoining British territory.: 
They kept their families generally in the latter place 
with their treasure and valuables, as they were afraid 
of confiscation by the Oudh Nazims. 


2. Raja Ajit Singh was educated in the old- 
fashioned way, and was proficient in Hindi literature 
and Hindu astrology. He received the education 
of a soldier, and was a bold and skilful rider. He 
was also a good sportsman. Ajit Singh seeing that 
Gulab Singh had wrested Taroul by force of arms 
from his ancestors, had always opposed him; and as 
his relations had timidly submitted to Gulab Singh, 
he was left almost alone and friendless. In this 
manner he passed thirty-eight years of his life; during 
which, it is said, Gulab Singh tried several times to 
have him removed out of his way, but he fortunately 
always saved himself. When Gulab Singh joined 
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the rebels in 1857, Ajit Singh got his opportunity 
and threw in his lot with the British. 


3. During the Mutiny when the whole province 
was convulsed from end to end, forty-seven English- 
men, women and children came from Sultanpore to 
Partabgarh on their way to Allahabad. Gulab Singh’s 
men and some Pasi “guraits” plundered them and 
harassed them in many other ways. Ajit Singh, 
upon hearing this, went at once to their succour, 
took them to his home at Mullupore and Attended 
to their wants. After this a band of Europeans, 
flying from Amethi, also entered Partabgarh. They 
asked for shelter from Babu Gulab Singh, who not 
only refused them protection, but wished them to 
be gone. Ajit Singh took this band also to his 
home, and as soon as an opportunity offered, escort- 
ed them all safely to Allahabad, They all feltevery 
grateful to Ajit Singh, and his loyal services during 
those trying times were not forgotten by the British 
Government. 


4. When Babu Gulab Singh was informed of 
this action of Ajit Singh's, he became enraged and 
wished that he might fall into the hands of the muti- 
neers or be caught by the newly-appointed Chak- 
ladar from Lucknow. But Ajit Singh somehow or 
other got a scent of their proceedings and left Par- 
tabgarh for a time. He placed his family under the 
care of a relation of his at Jaunpore and joined the 
British Field Force. Ajit Singh knowing as he did 


» 
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all about the internal condition of the districts of 
Partabgarh, Jaunpore and Sultanpore, gave the British 
Officers much assistance with his experience and local 
knowledge, and marched with the British troops 
to Jaunpore, Lucknow and Sultanpore. At Soraon, 
which lies on the Oudh side of the Ganges in the 
district of Allahabad, he saved many people from 
being hanged, and did not allow the innocent to be 
mixed up with the guilty. For this the inhabitants 
of the place still recall the name of Ajit Singh with 
gratitude. In the siege of the fort of Taroul, the 
local knowledge of Ajit Singh was of use to the 
besiegers and the fort was soon taken, When the 
country again became quiet and good government 
was established, the British Government confiscated 
the Taroul estate which had belonged to Gulab Singh 
and bestowed it in perpetuity upon Ajit Singh. 


5. There isa village called Chuck Fateh Ali 
Shah which came into the possession of the Sayyeds of 
Partabgarh during the confusion which followed the 
death of Raja Pirthipat. At the time of the Mutiny 
it was in the possession of one Sayyed Asaf Ali. 
Babu Gulab Singh and Sheikh Amir Ali, Numberdar 
of Partabgarh, conspired to kill him with the inten- 
tion of dividing his possession among themselves. 
But as luck would have it, Gulab Singh was at that 
time engaged in open rebellion and consequently 
lost his all; and that village too came into the hands 
of Ajit Singh as a part of Taroul estate. In addition 
tothis Ajit Singh obtained the Belaghat Cantonments 
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where the sudder station of the district is now 
situated. .* 


6. When Ajit Singh obtained possession of 
Taroul, he began to live in Babu Gulab Singh’s house 
at Partabgarh. Besides Taroul, the estate of Deotaha 
in the district of Gonda, was also bestowed upon 
him by the British Government as a “Muafi” for 
life. This estate for a long time remained in pos- 
session of Ajit Singh, but when its real proprietor 
obtained a decree from the Civil Courts against the 
Government, the estate was restored to him, But 
as an act of justice the Government gave to Ajit 
Singh even better Jands than the estate thus taken 
away. These lay in the districts of Unao, Kheri 
and Hardoi. Ajit Singh improved all his estates by 
his good management and close attention to business, 
and also began to.save money. In 1866, he bought 
the fort of Partabgarh which was the pride of the 
Sombansis, and had been the seat of its founder Raja 
Partab Singh and his successor, He paid Rs.38,000 
for the same to the Government and spent large 
sums of money on its repairs to preserve the name of 
his ancestors. Several of the old buildings which 
were not strong enough to stand the ravages of time 
were pulled down and several other improvements 
effected. Only two of the palaces, one of Raja Chhat- 
ardhari* and the other of Pirthipat Singh, were kept 
intact, and they are a very good specimen of Hindu 
architecture. He also laid out a fine gadren within 
the area of the fort and built a mansion there. 
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7. Ajit Singh was ever ready to help the Gov- 
ernment in all works of public utility. He-had several 
scthool-houses built in-his own taluqua and taken the 
responsibility of their repairs upon himself. He often 
gave scholarships to the Sombansi students to main- 
tain them at school and help them in their studies. 
When the Government offices were transferred from 
Partabgarh to Belaghat, and a town at once sprang up 
there, Ajit Singh built a dharamsala in MacAndrew- 
ganj, its principal bazar. This afterwards became a 
memorial of the-Empress of India’s ‘Golden Jubilee, 
and was opened by Sir Auckland Colvin, the then 
Lieutenant-Governor, and called the Victoria Dharam- 
sala. He built for the public a tank opposite, the 
Government Dispensary. But this expenditure for 
the public good did not deter him from, improving 
his estate and enlarging it by fresh purchases. He 
bought portions of the estates of Bahlolpore, Dandi- 
Kachh, Pirthiganj, Raipur-Bichhur and Chauras, etc., 
and purchased a large estate called Shahabpur, in 
the district of Allahabad, for nearly four lakhs of 
rupees. At the Imperial Assemblage in Delhi in 
1877, the title.of ‘‘Raja” was conferred on him as 
a personal distinction, and the same was subse- 
quently extended to his successor. 


8. Raja Ajit Singh had two brothers, Sarabjit 
Singh and Bishnath Singh. The latter had two sons, 
Sitla Bakhsh Singh and Deomangal Singh. Raja 
Ajit Singh adopted Partab Bahadur, the youngest 
son of his nephew, Sitla Bakhsh Singh, in 1877. 


e AND ESTATE OF PARTABGARH OUDH. 77 


Raja Ajit Singh died in 1889 at the age of 73. 
He was bfave, industrious and persevering, and 
was one of the shrewdest Taluquadars of Oudh. 
He hated vanity and show, and never changed his 
manners in spite of the sudden change in his 
fortune. As a rash sportsman he in his youth had 
received a cut of his own sword in the leg and 
remained limping for the rest of his life. 


9. Raja Partab -Bahadur Singh succeeded his 
adoptive father in 1889. He was born at Mullupore 
in 1866, the very day on which Raja Ajit Singh ob- 
tained possession of the fort of Partabgarh; hence 
his birth was considered as a very auspicious event. 
In 1876, Raja Ajit Singh brought him to Partabgarh, 
where he himself lived, and trained him under his own 
eyes. For some time he attended the Town School 
at Partabgarh and received private tuition in Persian 
and Sanskrit. He then studied Indian Law and 
Procedure, and having satisfied Mr. Dyson, the then 
Deputy Commissioner, as to his fitness, was recom- 
mended by him to be made an honorary magistrate. 
The Government of Sir Alfred Lyall appointed him 
a third class magistrate and he now exercises second 
class powers, and is also.an honorary munsif. 


10. Raja Partab Bahadur Singh has been 
married five times. He was first married to Bishnath 
Kuar, daughter of Thakur Umed Singh, Taluquadar 
of Isanpoor. She died young. He was then mar- 
tied to Rani Raghoraj Kuar, the eldest daughter 
of Babu Surajpal Singh, Talugadar of Antoo. She 
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is known as “Bari Rani.” He was then wedded to 
the second daughter of Babu Surajpal Singh, named 
Rani Jageshwar Kuaf. His fourth marriage was 
celebrated at Dhingwas with Rani Sukhpal Kuar 
the eldest daughter of the Taluquadar of Dhangarh 
and Dhingwas. His fifth or last marriage took 
place at Antoo, with Rani Shubhnath Kuar, daugh- 
ter of Lal Chanderpal Singh, the younger brother of 
Babu Surajpal Singh. His, first three marriages 
were celebrated during the life time and under the 
management of ‘Raja Ajit Singh as his guardian. 


Of the four: Rants living, the eldest.or Bari 
Rani is the most accomplished. She is a Hindi 
scholar and poet of no mean order as her work 
“‘Rampriya Bilas” shows. She has receivéd a liberal 
education, is conversant with English which she has 
learnt privately and bears a very high character 
like the ancient house from which she has sprung. 
She has treated Rani Bishnath Kuar’s father, 
Thakur Umed Singh, and her brother, Thakur 
Raghonath Pershad Singh, in the same way as 
Bishnath Kuar would have done had she lived, 
and thus assuaged their grief to no small extent. 
The Bari Rani has specially devoted her life to 
religious duties and charitable work. She gave a 
munificent gift of Rs. 25,000 to-wards the building 
of the Dufferin Hospital in the Sudder -Station 
Bela. 


t1, The expectations formed of Raja Partab 
Bahadur Singh by his clansmen may be said to 


AND ESTATE OF PARTABGARH IN OQUDH. 79 


have been more than fulfilled. He has not only 
managed his large estates with credit to himself and 
advantage to his people, but las, in various ways, 
helped his community by following the good example 
of his father. He has added many buildings to the 
premises of the Fort and laid out the Ajit Garden 
and the Partab Bahadur Park for the benefit and 
recreation of his people. For improvement and educa- 
tion of the Sombansi Kshatriyas, he has opened an 
Anglo-Vetnacular School and Boarding-house and 
endowed-the same with a large and perfnanent fund. 
Here the Sombansi children receive their education 
almost free of cost and the orphans among them are 
supported with stipends and allowances. It was a 
much cherished desire of Raja Ajit Singh to get his 
estate called after the old Partabgarh Raj, so his 
successor had the name of Taroul estate changed into 
that of Kila Partabgarh. He has also added -much 
to the bulk of the estate by making purchases of 
zamindaris in Partabgarh, Allahabad, Kheri districts, 
etc.,.among which the estate of Nagra in Kheri was 
bought for two lacs and-a-half. 


12, For the benefit of his poor tenants he has 
established two agricultural banks and seed depdts to 
make advances to the cultivators at a small charge and 
thus keep them out of the clutches of the mahajans 
or morey-lenders. To improve the morals of his 
péople and bring about a social reform among the 
Sombansi community, he has established a Sombansi 
and Rajput Sabha, in the meetings of which questions 
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of urgent reforms are discussed. The Dassehra 
festival at the Partabgarh Fort has become an annual 
fete, presents a grand ‘sight and unmistakably shows 
the high esteem and popularity in which its Raja is 
held by the whole Sombansi clan. 


13. During the late famine (1896-97), Raja 
Partab Bahadur Singh showed his naturally bene- 
volent disposition to great advantage. He was not 
only very liberal to his tenantry in distress, but muni- 
ficent tothe powr of the district in general. His 
generous help. to the district authorities\was warmly 
acknowledged by the Government of Sir Antony. Mac- 
Donnell and the title of “Raja” held by him was 
made hereditary in his family. 


14. It is beyond the scope of this narrative to 
sketch, in detail, the career of this young Raja ; suffice 
it to Say, that they who have come in contact with 
him have always been very favourably impressed 
with his cheerful temper, urbane manners, and gene- 
rous hospitality. 
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APPENDIX. 


TESTIMONIALS AND SANADS OF RAJA AJIT 
SINGH OF PARTABGARH (OUDH). 


(1) 

Tus isto certify that Babu Ayr Sinen, of Mullupore, 
took us under his: protection, and that we were treated 
with every civility and attention, and that he escorted us 
to this station with safety. 

ALLAHABAD : i 


(Sd.) LOUISE GOLDNEY. 
June 23rd, 1857. 





(2) 
_ From 
W. GRANT, Eso, 
Lieutenant-Governor, 

To 

Tuakur AJIT SINGH 

of Mullupore. 

Sir, ~ 


¢ 

Tue detail of your loyalty, faithfulness, good conduct 
and favourable treatment to certain European officers 
on their being able to make their escape from the hands 
of Sultanpore rebels having been reported to Govern- 
ment, I, who hold the high office of the Lieutenant- 
Governor of these Provinces, have been directed by His 
Lordship the Viceroy and Governor-General of India to 
assure you that if you continue to behave faithfully and 
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submissively to the East India British Company, your 
position upon recovering the Province of -Oudh should 
ng. way be allowed to become inferior to what it was 
before annexation of Gudh. That it is advisable that 
you should communicate the promise and agreement 
effected in your case to your friends and well-wishers 
who are friendly to Government. That you should give 
out openly that His Excellency has notified and pro- 
claimed in your favour of those who are acting sincerely 
according to rules of alliance and faithfulness, and that 
all such persons, as have left the Government territories 
or will desert in future, shall: surely forfeit their premises 
though they may have enjoyed it from their ancestors 
for generations. 


You will receive this lefter through Mr. Carnegy, and 
you should always take him for your well-wisher and 
protector, and act and proceed as ordered and directed by 
him, He will let you know what method will be most 
appropriate and advantageous for you for rendering service 
to Gqvernment. 


Should you be good enough to act in accordance 
with the instructions given by the said officer in every 
matter and case, it should do you nothing but good, and 
result in nothing but good. 


With best regards, 
_Lam, &c., &c., 


(Sd.) W. GRANT, 
7th October, 1857. 





(3) oe, OF 
Basu Ajit SincH, a zemindar of Oudh, accom- 


panied this force through Oudh in connection with the 
Intelligence Department. He is one of the few natives 
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who have remained faithful to the Government during 
the late disturbance: he did excellent service at the 
beginning of the outbreak in savjng the lives of about 44 
Europeans from Sultanpore, and he has added to these 
services the information: he has given, and by raising 
50 men to assist the local police in the Jaunpore district. 
He deserves well of the Government, and I’ hope his 
services may be rewarded. 


Camp Berore Lucknow: (Sd.) J. H. FRANK, 
March 18th, 1858. } Bricpr.-GENeRAL, 


Commdg, late Jaunpore Field Force. 





(4) 
CAMP SORAON. 


District ALLAHABAD: 
May w1th, 1858. 


‘My pear Mr. Montcomery, 


Tuakur Ayr Sincu, the well-known zemindar of 
Oudh, who saved the lives of so many Europeans at the 
outbreak of the rebellion in Oudh, has asked me to give 
him a letter of introduction to you, and I gladly concede 
to his request, as I consider him entitled to almost any 
reward at the hands of the British Government, 


Mr. P. Carnegy knows Ajit Sinch much better than 
I do, and will no doubt bring forward his claims for 
recompetise at the proper time. 


I merely give this letter with’ the view to his being 
permitted, on his arrival at Lucknow, to pay his respects 
to you in person. 
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His uncle, Gulab Singh, is in open rebellion against 
the State, and with his followers had plundered several 
vilages in these pergannahs. I wish he had followed his 
nephew's example. I was transferred from Fatehgarh 
to Allahabad a month ago, and on my arrival at .the 
latter station was ordered out here to relieve Mr. Mayne, 
who has returned to Banda. I believe 1 shall be kept 
out here throughout the rains. 


Yours affectly, 
(Sa.) W. CONSTON. 


(5) 


ALLAHABAD ¢ 


17th May, 1858, 
_ My pear MonTcomery, 


Let me introduce to your kind offices Ayrt SincH, 
of Pertabgarh in Oudh, who saved some 44 of our people 
and brought them to Allahabad, and has throughout the 
rebellion been our staunch friend. He will. show you 
certificates and letters which will satisfy yon on this 
point. 


His uncle, Gulab Singh of Taroul, as you no doubt 
know, is a determined and most malignant § Moofsid,’ 
andI think the proper thing would be to kick him out 
and transfer all his ‘Ilaka’ to Ajit SINGH. “ 


Yours very sincerely, 


(Sd) G. F, EDMONSTON. 
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(6) 


Benares: 
May 20th, 1858. 


My pear Montcomery, 


ALLow me to introduce to you Babu Ayit Sincu 
of Mullupore, Pergannah Partabgarh, who perhaps has 
done more for our countrymen than any man in Oudh. 


_ At the Sultanpore outbreak, the women and children, 
in all 44 persons, were sent off towards Allahabad; they 
were plundered at Partabgarh. At that place they were 
joined by Lieutenant Grant, Assistant Commissioner, who 
took them to the house of Gulab Singh, Taluquadar of 
Taroul, uncle of this Ajit Stncx. Gulab Singh refused 
to receive them, but took possession of a quantity of their 
property, under plea of taking care of it, and this he has 
kept till the present time. On Gulab Singh’s refusal the 
fugitives passed on in the hope of reaching Allahabad. 
On arriving at a certain »ul/ah they stopped in the,sun to 
drink and rest, and were being surrounded by people with 
sinister intentions, when the fact was reported to Ayr 
Sincu. He got together 20 or 30 of his armed followers, 
took thém (the fugitives) to his house, and kept them 
there for some days, notwithstanding the threats and 
menaces of his uncle. Gulab Singh threatened to attack 
him, and at last Ajrr Sincu was obliged to collect about 
300 men and ensure the safety of the party by starting for 
Allahabad, where he succeeded in landing them in good 
Preservation, before the residents of that place had been 
able to feave the fort. Of the 44 persons, Mr. Goldney, 
Mr. Block and Mr. Stroyan had been induced to leave the 
others and go to Amethi. They subsequently returned 
to Mullupore, and Ajir SincH made a second journey and 
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saw them into Allahabad also. For these great deeds 
Gulab Singh turned his nephew out of his possessions, 
and he has been a fugitive i in our provinces ever since, 


In September last, on being appointed to organize 
an Intelligence Department at Jaunpore, 1 sent for Ajit 
Sineu, and he has remained with me ever since, giving me 
excellent information and furnishing an auxiliary police 
force of 50 trusty men, and as chief of these men he has 
been allowed Rs.100 a month on which he has subsisted. 
He accompanied,me when I marched to Lucknow with 
General Frank’s force, and he was present at the fall of the 
city. 


I hope I’ may be pardoned for bringing some proposals 
to your favourable notice :— 


(1) That in consequence of Gulab Singh's ill-conduct, 
if the Taroul property is confiscated, it or a portion of it 
should be made over to Ayr Srvcu, whose claim to one-fifth 
share of it was under investigation at the outbreak. 


(2) That if this could not be done, a good jagir 


should be givep tohim as promised by the Commissioner 
and Collector of Allahabad. 


(3) That some present provision be made for him, 


untijsuch time as he can be put in possession of an\y,lands 
that Government may grant. ' 


Ibeg you to excuse my troubling you at this length, 
but Ayit Sincu’s great services are worthy of being laid 
before you in detail, 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sd) P. CARNEGY. 
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(7) 


Lucknow: 
tst June, 1858, 
My pear Mr. Montcomery, 


ALLow me to introduce to your notice Ajrr Sineux, 
Taluquadar of Mullupore. He is a zemindar, who protected 
me, my wife and all the ladies, men, women and children, 
who escaped with me from Sultanpore, Oudh. 


When we arrived at Partabgarh, Captain Grant, the 
Assistant Commissioner there, and Mr. Glyne were obliged 
to join my party and fly from the station as some of 
Hardinge’s troopers who were stationed there, and the police 
and goraits, were ina very mutinous state.: In fact they 
attacked our party, and it was only the fleetness ‘of our 
carriage horses that saved us. 


After we had proceeded some miles from Partabgarh 
we were providentially met by Ayir Srncu who took us 
to his village, fed us and eventually escorted us to Allahabad. 
I consider him a good, honest native and a well-wisher of 
our Government, and I sincerely hope that you will do 
something for him. 


I should have done myself the pleasure of presenting 
Ant SincH to you in person, but I have not been well 
lately, and therefore do not like to’ venture out in the 
sun. 


Hoping you will excuse the trouble I am giving you. 
, Believe me, 
Yours sincerely and -Tespectfully, 


(Sd.) FREDERICK CORBYN. 
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(8) 
PARWANA. 
FRom 
Tur CHIEF COMMISSIONER 
of Oudh, 


‘To 
Basu AJIT SINGH, 
Taluquadar. 


Sir, 


I nenepy express my extreme pleasure at the services 
rendered by you during the outbreak of 1857, inasmuch 
as you saved the lives of about 44 European gentlemen 
and ladies against the unfaithful and cruel rebels and saw 
them safe in Allahabad, and continued to behave faithfully 
to Government. In return. for the above good services 
you are awarded, as a prize, one elephant with equipment 
and Rs.s00 cash, with a further promise that as soon as 
the settlement of estates takes place, your estate shall be 
settled with you on part of Government on favourable terms. 
I was very-glad to sce you when you paid a visit to me. 
This parwana is granted to you so that it may serve you asa 
‘sanad. 


(Sd.) MONTGOMERY, : 
Chief Commissioner. 


oth July, 1858. 











Seal. 
Chief Commissioner, 
Oudh. 
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(9) 


ALLAHABAD: 


July toth, 1858. 
Dear Str, 

Tue bearer of this is Thakur Aytr SIncH as loyal 
and humane agentleman as his uncle Gulab Singh is 
rebellious, As I leave Allahabad early to-morrow for 
Lucknow, I have directed him to remain in attendance 
on you, knowing that you will treat him with kindness 
and consideration, and hoping that he may be able to 
supply you with valuable information and assist you in 
pacifying the country around Taroul. 


Yours very trul Ys 


_(S4.) Sr, GEORGE TUCKER. 





(10) 

From 

P. CARNEGY, Esq, 
To 

St. GEORGE TUCKER, Eso, 

Commissioner and Superintendent, 
Fyzabad Division, 

SIRs, , 


Iowave the honour to ackowledge receipt of your 
docket No. 6 of the 8th. instant, enclosing certain corre- 
spondence, 


2. 1 am called on first, to report on Ajit Sincu’s 
conduct ; and secondly, to Propose a suitable reward. 


3. To my thinking Ayr Sincu deserves more at our 
hands than any man in Oudh. 
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4. At the Sultanpore outbreak early in June 1857, 
the women and children of that station, in all 44 persons, 
were sent off to Allahabad; they were plundered near 
Partabgarh. At that place they were joined by Lieuten- 
ant Grant, Assistant Commissioner, who, trusting *to 
former acquaintance, took them to the house of Gulab 
Singh, Taluquadar of Taroul, uncle of this Ajir SincH. 


5. Gulab Singh refused to receive them and took 
possession of a quantity of their property under pléa of 
taking care of jit, and of this only a few odds and ends 
were found about his premises’ when the Soraon Field 
Force recently occipied Partabgarh. 


6. On Gulab Singh’s refusal ‘of ‘shelter, the 
fugitives passed on in the hope of reaching Allahabad. 
On arriving at a certain xullah, they stopped in the 
noonday sun to drink and rest, and were being surround- 
ed by people with sinister intentions when their 
deplorable condition was made known to Ajir Sincu, 
whose village was not far distant. He immediately 
went out with twenty or thirty of his armed retainers 
and with some difficulty induced the fugitives to 
accompany him home ; he kept them there and fed them 
for several days, notwithstanding the threats of his 
uncle, Gulab Singh, and eventually having collected 
two er three hundred armed men, he saw them safe 
into the fort at -Allahabad,* as soon as its gates were 
opened. . ‘ 


7. Of the 44 persons saved; three ladies, Mrs. 
Goldney, Mrs. “Block, ‘and “Mrs. + Stroyan, with their 
children, had been induced to leave the others and go to 
the Raja of Amethi’s house ; they ‘subsequently returned 
to Ajit -SincuH, who made a second journey and saw 
them safe into Allahabad also. 
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8. For the great services to our countrymen and 
women, Gulab Singh turned his nephew out of his estate, 
and he has been a fugitive in our provinces ever since. 


9. In September 1857, on being appointed to 
organize an Intelligence Department at Jaunpore, I sent’ 
for Ajit Stycu and he remained with me all the. time I 
was in that district, giving excellent information regard- 
ing the doings in Oudh ,and furnishing an auxiliary 
police force of 50 trusty men; as chief of these men he 
had been allowed Rs.100 -a month on which he has 
subsisted. He ‘accompanieé# me with General Frank’s 
force through the provinces, and he was presént at the 
fall of Lucknow, 


10. Since that time he has been making himself 
most useful to the Civil Officers at Soraon in furnishing 
information, in which branch he is still most useful with 
the Soraon Field Force, as he is also in. getting in 


supplies and inducing Taluquadars to come in. 
‘ 


tr, I maintain that these are the services awhich 
entitle Ayr SincH to the- highest reward, and I now 
Propose to discuss the second point'on which I am to 
report. 


12. From the Kanoongo’s. statement it appears 
that in ’62 F. 110 willages wete'in the kabuliyat of Gulab 
Singh, constituting the Taluqua of -Tarout: of these 
twenty were held free as nankar granted by Agha 
Ali Nazim in, liew of, an old money-allowance in the 
name of Chutr Pal Singh, grandnephew of Gulab 
Singh. “Of the remaining 90 villages, 86 were settled 
with Gulab Singh in °64 FY at about ‘half assets. Of 
these 86 yillages the annual assets were Rs.25,310 and 
the Government. demand (less cesses) was fixed at 
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Rs.12,614. The Taluquadar, it will thus be seeh, lost only 
four villages at the summary settlement, the assets of 
which were Rs.4,093,and the Government demand, 
Rs.2,063. In none of these four villages even the name 
of Gulab Singh is entered asa sharer, and he has_ thus 
no reason for being discontented so much for Taroul. 


13. In the Taluqua of Banemau, Gulab Singh holds 
ashare as mortgagee of Sukdeo Singh’s share. In this 
taluqua there are 80 villages ; the annual assets are 
Rs.31,184 and the Government demand, Rs.14,497- Of 
these villages ten were made over to other parties at the 
summary * settlement, representing Rs.5,049 assets and 
Rs.2,101 jama. There are also two villages held rent- 
free in the name of Chandeka Bakhsh, the annual jama 
of these when the grant was made was Rs.210. Of 
these 70 villages that remained to the shareholders in’ 
64 ¥F., the assets were Rs.26,028 and the jama, 
Rs 12,336. 


14. Ajit SincH also claims the Partabgarh Canton- 
ments (Belaghat). The ground is marked off by pillars» 
many of which are now standing. It was a regular can- 
tonment for British troops up to 1242 F. From that 
time till 1260 F. it ,was held in form by men from 
Lucknow. In °61 F. the Nazim Agha Ali made it over 
to Gulab Singh in whose kabuliyat it remained till ’63 
F, In ’64 Fasli the settlement was first made with Gulab 
Singh, but subsequently it was struck out and again be- 
came a cantonment for our troops. There are six villages 
withig the cantonment; in ’62 F. the assets of these 
amounted to Rs.4,206 and the jama to Rs.3,463. Gulab 
Singh had no good claim to these ‘cantonment lands, and 
he only had them for three years before annexation and 
on insufficient title. 
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15. I tobegto append a genealogical table of the 
Taroul family.. Thé chief of the family is ‘Chutr Pal ” 
between whom and Bijay | Bahadur there is a dispute 
regarding the Partabgarh Raj. To a junior branch of 
the family belongs Gulab Singh, the Taluquadar of 
Taroul. 


16, Gulab Singh never had any family, and as far as 


Gulab Singh. Ican make out the order of succession 
ahha would be as given onthe margin. Of 
Sher Singh. these men Gulab Singh has been our 
Lal Bahadur, i ae : ie cae 

Ajit Singh. bitter foe, and in his» doings, Pirthipal, 
oie Singh. : Jagmohan, Sher Singh and Lal Baha- 
Deomangal. dur have been his associates. They 


are now all voluntary exiles with him. 


17. It may be well to detail the charges against 
Babu Gulab Singh:—He refused shelter in their 
extreme need to helpless women and children. He 
turned them from his door in a June sun, a prey to 
plunderers. He appropriated their property, and much 
of which he has made away with; he took possession of 
some pergannahs in the Allahabad district, carrying his 
depredations out of Oudh altogether. He, in conjunction 
with the Nazim, turned out our police and appointed his 
own, sending our Thanedar and his son prisoners to Luck- 
now. He committed “ dacoities,” and collected revenue in 
the Allahabad district ; he gratuitously fired on the Magis- 
trate in February ; he returned unopened letters and propo- 
sitions gent to-him by British officers on the re-occupation 
of Oudh, and within the last three days men of his gang 

_ have cut off the hand and nose of one of my “ Burkandazes” 
showing themselves thereby “dangerous enemies of hu- ” 
manity.” 
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Under the provisions of Oudh Proclamation the. pro- 
perty of this man is already an escheat. He and his four 
next-of-kin are still arch-rebels that can never be pardoned ; 
then in the order of succession comes Ayit SinoH, loyal 
as his uncle is the reverse, and I have only in conclusion 
to propose that the Taluqua of Taroul be made over to 
him during his lifetime. He is an elderly man without 
issue ; but his nephews, Sitla Bakhsh and Deomangal Singh, 
have remained with him throughout, and the estate might 
be allowed to descend to them after his death. 


The share in Banemau being held in mortgage, it might 
be as well to arrange with the original proprietors. 


Dy. Commissioner’s OFFICE, I have, &c., &c., 
Camp ParRTABGARH: (Sd,} P. CARNEGY, 
September 5th, 1858. Deputy Commissioner. 
SFO data te 
. (11) 
From 


Mayor L. BARROW, c.s., 
Special Commissioner of Revenue, 


To 
S. G. TUCKER, Eso, 
Commissioner and Superintendent, 
Fysabad Division. 
Fyzapan: 
. Dated Lucknow, voth October, 1858. 
Sir, 


I wave the honour, by desire of the Chief Commis- 
sioner, in reply to your letter No. 40 of the 21st ultimo 
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to the address of the Secretary to Chief Commissioner, to 
inform you that he will settle the estate of Taroul with 
Ajit Sincu, one of the sharers, to the exclusion of Gulab 
Singh and the four other sharers, still in rebellion. 


‘The Chief Commissioner considers that they have 
justly forfeited all rights, and he would allow the estates 
to descend through the nephew, Ant Sincu being with- 
out issue. As regards Banemau estates, the full benefit 
is to be given to Ajit SinGu of the mortgage, and the 
settlement will be either made with him, or the malgu- 
zars will be paid up. 

I am directed to state that any further rewards will 
be determined hereafter. 


I have, etc., 


a 
(Sd.) L. BARROW, Major, 
Special Commissioner of Revenue. 


(12) 


Basu AJ!T SINGH. 


Know all men that whereas by the Proclamation of 
March 1858 by His Excellency the Right Honourable 
the Viceroy and Governor-General of India all proprietary 
rights in the soil of Oudh with a few special excep- 
tions were confiscated and passed to the -British Govern- 
ment which became free to dispose of them as it pleased 
I George Udney Yule Officiating Chief Commissioner of 
Oudh under the authority of his Excellency the Gover- 
nor-General of India in Council do hereby confer on you 
the full proprictary right title and possession of the 
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Estate of Taroul Belaghat etc. in Zilah Partabgarh con- 
sisting of the villages as per list attached to the kabu- 

‘ liyat you have executed of which the present Government 
revenue is Rupees 16,286 ot (sixteen thousand two hun- 
dred eighty-six only). 


Therefore this sanad is given you in order that it 
may be known to all whom it may concern that the 
above estate has been conferred upon you and your 
heirs for ever subject to the payment of such annual 
revenue as from time to time be imposed and to the con- 
ditions of surrendering all arms destroying all forts 
Preventing, and reporting crime rendering any service 
you may be called upon to perform and of showing 
good faith loyalty zeal and attachment to the British 
Government according to the provisions of the engage- 
ment you have executed the breach of any one of which 
at any time shall be held to annul the right and title 
now conferred on you and your heirs. 


It is also a condition of this grant that you will so far 
as in’ your power promote the agricultural prosperity of 
your estate and that all holding under you shall be 
secured in possession all the subordinate sights they 
formerly enjoyed. As long as the obligations are ob- 
served by you and your heirs in good faith so long will the 
British Government maintain you and your heirs as pro- 
prietors of the above-mentioned estate in confirmation of 
which I herewith attach my seal and signature. 


(Sd.) GU. YULE, 
Ogg. Chief Commissioner. 
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(13) 
(Transtation) 
“ Sanad” granting samindaré, and jagir as life-interest 
and “ khillat” (reward) to Babu Ayit Sincn, granted 
by His Excellency the Governor-General of India. 


‘ ‘Wuereas Basu Ajit Sincu rendered good services and 
showed loyalty to the British Government during the late 
Mutiny as satisfactorily established, I, the Governor-General 
and Viceroy of India, am pleased and glad to confer the pro- 
prietary rights in villages “Chak Fateh Ali Shah” with the 
confiscated interests of the several co-sharers in the Estate 
of Taroul on him and his heirs, provided that he and his 
heirs pay such revenue punctually as may from time to 
time be imposed on them by the aforesaid Government in 
respect of the above-mentioned estates, show constant good 
conduct and render such good services and loyalty to the 
British Government as they may be called upon to perform, 

A further grant of a life jagir yielding Rs.10,000 (ten 
thousand only) per year with a handsome “ khillat” (reward 
or dress of honour) worth Rs.15,000 (fifteen thousand only) 
is made in his favour. 


The aforesaid grantee should take the present grant as 
a token of distinction and elevation among his fellow-land- 
lords and friends (contemporaries), 
21st October, 1859. (Sd.) CANNING. 


(14) 
(TRansLation.) 

“ Sanad” granted, by Cuarces Wincrietp, Esq., Chief Com- 
missioner of Oudh, for the Estate of Taroul, Belaghat, etc., 
district Partabgarh, in favour of Babu Aytr Sineu, son of 
Oudhan Singh, dated 2xth day of October 1859. 

Be jit known to all that whereas under Proclamation, 
dated 15th day of March 1858, issued by His Excellency the 
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Right Honourable the Viceroy and Governor-General of 
India, British Possessions, all landed proprietary rights in 
Oudh, with the exception of, a few bighas of special lands, 
were confiscated and placed in the possession of the British 
Government ; and whereas the said Government has become 
possessed of sole rights, to dispose of sole rights, wherefore I, 
Charles Wingfield, Chief Commissioner of Oudh, at the dis- 
cretion of His Excellency the Governor-General of India, 
hereby grant you entire rights and interests and possession 
of the Estate of Taroul, Belaghat, etc., that is to say, of all 
those villages which are given in the list contained in the 
“ kabuliyat’” execufed by you and which pay a Government 
revenue as follows :— 





Rs, a. pP 

Revenue sar eee ose os §=19,457 0 0 
Cesses an we ace ow. «3,792 0 0 
Toran a 22,189 0 0 





The present “ Sanad" is granted to you with a view 
that if may be known to all concerned that the above estates 
have been conferred on you and your heirs and represent- 
atives in perpetuity, provided that you and your heirs and re- 
presentatives continue to pay the amount of revenue which 
may be assessed from time to time and in terms of the kabu- 
liyat executed by you, make over all such arms as may be 
in your possession, destroy all fortifications, allow no crime 
to be committed, report it if committed at all, render such 
services as you may be required to perform and continue to 
behave honestly, faithfully and submissively to the British 
Government. The breach of any of the conditions inserted 
in the kabuliyat tend to cancel the rights and interests 
hereby conferred on you and your representatives. 


This is also a condition of this “ Sanad” that you 
“11a ae all in wanr nawer to promote the agricultural 
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interests in your estates, that every person holding 
rights of ownership under you shall be confirmed in all 
his previous rights and interests, and that as long as you 
and your representatives shall in good faith fulfil the 
above conditions, the British Government shall maintain 


you and your heirs as owner of the above-mentioned estate 
or estates. 


In confirmation of these presents it is given under my 
hand and seal, this 25th day of October, 1859. 


(Sd.) C, WINGFIELD, 
Chief Corsmissioner of Oudh. 





Detaw or REVENUE:— 


Rs, a p 
Taroul Estates .., ae we a. 14,669 0 © 
Taluqua Banemau wee ee ws 3,007 0 0 
Chak Fateh Ali Shah ane ee ace 358 Oo oO 
Chak Doohia ... oon a eet 78 0 oO 
Belaghat oe oe ow §=61,345 0 0 


(Sd.) GAYA PARSHAD, . 
Sadr Kanoongo, 
6th December, 1860. District Partabgarh, 


a 


Endorsement laid down on the back of the “ Sanad” granted 
by the Chief Commissioner. 


At the request of Babu Ayr Sincu the following con- 
dition is added as a supplement to the “Sanad” under the 
provisions of Chief Commissioner's Circular No. 5, dated 
18th January, 1860, received under the Cotiiiissioner’s 
Circular No. 13, dated 28th January, 1860 :— 


- That upon the death of Babu Ayir Sincu the entire 
joint estates hereby granted shall descend upon his lawful 
heirs in perpetuity, and in pursuance of the customs 
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connected with the succession, the younger brother getting 
only allowance for his maintenance. 


(Sd.) HOGG, 
21st March, 1860. Deputy Commissioner. 


(5) 


Basu Ajit Sixncu, Taluquadar of Taroul, has requested 
me to give him this. He saved more European lives in Oudh 
than any other man during the rebellion and is well affected, 
I think, to the British Government. He is, I think, one of 
the most Sensible and reasonable Taluquadars in the district» 
but having been advanced by the favour of the British Gov- 
ernment, and having succeeded a man who, though hostile 
to us, was popular in the country, the Babu has many 
enemies. He isa sVfrewd able man, and I recommend him 
to the notice of the British Officers of whom he deserves well- 


E (Sd.) Carr. MacANDREW, 


PARTABGARH:  ) Offg. Deputy Commissioner, 


¢ 
19th March, 1861. J Partabgarh. 


. 





(16) 


Ajrr Stneu, of Partabgarh, was with me in the Jaun- 
pore district during the re-occupation of that district 
in 1858. He had saved the lives of several Europeans in 
Oudh, and when the mutinies assumed the form of rebellion 
he attached himself to our side. I have a great re 
spect for Ajrr Sincu. He accompanied the Goorkhas 
with us in all our little fights, and always behaved well. 
He was extremely useful in obtaining information of the 
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‘movements of the rebels, and in fact made himself gener- 
ally useful. He eventually accompanied General Frank’s 
force to Lucknow, and was present at the capture of that 
city. I shall always be glad to hear of Ayr Sincn’s 
- welfare, as I consider him a most worthy fellow and a 
staunch ally. 


BENARES: i {Sd.) TIMBAIT, 


1st April, 1861. Magistrate and Collector. 


(17) 


Basu AJIT SINGH . 
of Taroul, Partabgarh. 


To 


In recognition of your loyal conduct and ser- 
vices, I hereby confer the title of “ Raja” as a personal 


distinction. x 
Deu: (Sd.) LYTTON, 
15th January, 1877. Viceroy & Governor-General of India. 





(18) 

By Command of His Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor-General this certificate is presented in the name 
of Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria, Empress of 
India, to Babu Ajit Sincu, Taluquadar of Taroul, in 
recognition of his distinguished service in giving shelter 
and protection to the Sultanpore fugitives in 1857, and 
for the assistance he has always given to the Local 
Administrations, and especialy in matters connected with 
legislature. 


(Sd.) JOHN INGLIS, 
Offg. Chief Commissioner, Oudh. 


January ist, 1877. 
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(19) 
No. 423-A. oF 1877. 


From 

Tur OFFG. SECRETARY 

to H. H. the Lieutenant-Governor 
and Chief Commissioner for Oudh, 

To 

Raja AJIT SINGH, Banapur, 

Taluquadar of Taroul, Partabgarh. 
Dated Naini Tal, 4th October, 1877. 

Sir, 


T am directed to forward a Silver Medal which is 
presented to you in commemoration of the assumption of the 
title of Empress of Infia by Her Majesty the Queen on the 
Ist of January last. . 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Sd.) J. H. SPARKS, 


Officiating Secretary to H. H. the Lieutenant-Governor 
and Chief Commissioner (for Oudh). 





(20) 

Kyow all men that whereas Raja Ayir Sincu of 
Taroul in the Partabgarh district in the Province of 
Oudh rendered good and faithful services to the British 
Government for which he was rewarded by the grant of 
an estate in the Gonda district to be held by him free of 
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fevenue for the term of his life and by the heirs and 
successors subject to the payment of usual revenue, and 
whereas he lost by decree of Her Majesty’s Privy Coun- 
cil as much of this estate as Was ‘assessed at the regular 
settlement’ to land revenue at Rs.16,115 (sixteen thou- 
sand one hundred and fifteen) per annum and relinquished 
into the hands of Government the remainder being a 
village assessed to an initial land revenue demand of 
Rs.125 (one hundred and twenty-five) per annum, Now 
I George E. W. Couper Lieutenant-Governor of the 
North-Western Provinces and Chief Commissioner of 
Oudh under the authority of His Excellency the Governor- 
General of India in Council conveyed in a letter No, 821 
dated 30th September 1873 from the Secretary to Govern- 
ment of India Department of Revenue Agriculture and 
Commerce do hereby confer on the above-mentioned “ Raja 
Ayr SincH” of Taroul in the Partabgarh district in the 
Province of Oudh his heir and successors the full pro- 
prietary right title and possession of the following 
villages. 
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a 





Division, | District. Perganaah. Villages. Remarks. 
we 
Lucknow ... | Unao.,, | Purwa, “ Chamiani ly) 
Asoha Islam Nagar . eed 
Fatehpur Chaurasi Jaitpur + |)>Name of Estate, 
Bangar Mao Katri Shahzadpurj | Chamian, 
Mohan Quras_—... | Baght Nazool ... |) 
Sitapur —... | Hardoi | Sandi » | Taraunda wef) 
Do. .. | Hosaypur woe | E 
Jali Benaikapur.. 
Sbahabad BebtaKola_,.. a 
Sara North Hasnapur on 
Shahabad Ganhania weft 
Do. Ghorhai a “| 
Do, Harauli w. | (Name of Estate, 
Do. Nasirpur |. |? Hirauli. Kootal 
Do, Nagla Bhag ... Nagar. 
= Do, Towdhakpur ... 
Do, Saujalpur oo 
Do. + | Alipur Chakkat 
Bilgram +» | Alipur 
Shahabad one Pati Garhaypur | 
Sandi + | Kaiman Kuriapur| } 
Do... | Kheri Aurangabad «| Aurangabad .., |) 
Kasta +» | Isapur ees t 
Do. + | Rahmatpur.., 
Pagawan «| Tal Sair ‘ess: 
Do. + | Murtazapur .{{ Name of Estate, 
Do. «| Manikapur > Aurangabad, 
. Mohamdi ++ | Shankerpur 
Do, Patlan & Belaha- 
har. i 
Bhur a | Ali Gunge woo |) 
Do. ...| Do. ... }Bhur ++ | Boorhi Bhadr ... |) 
Kbajooa Sumer- 
pur. 
Palia e+ | Amirtapur on 
Do, «| Dhalsia irvine 
Do, «| Do. Khurd . | 
Do. + | Lanka | 
Pagawan ++ | Fakbrapur 
Do, +, + | Burhaypur 
eluding Name of Estate, 
Do, «» | Naurangla Har ¢ Aurangabad, 
Paila «| Menbdi Bhawni- || 
pur, } « 
Mohamdi Rasuipur au 
Do, Harna 
Do, Kamalpat 
Haiderabad + | Haiderabad 
Maghgawan 
Mchamdi Kaureli 1 
Haiderabad Ramwapur mip) 





I 
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This “Sanad” therefore is now given in order that 
it may be known to all whom it may concern that the 
aforementioned villages in the Province of Oudh have 
‘been conferred upon Raja Ajit Sixcu of Taroul in the 
Partabgarh district in the Province of Oudh to be held 
revenue-free for his life and thereafter by his heirs and 
successors subject to the payment of such land revenue 
as from time to time be imposed. 


The estates are subject to the following conditions 
the breach of any of which at any time shall be held to 
annul the rights and title now conferred in addition 
to any penalty to which the said Raja Ayir+Sinen of 
Taroul his heirs and successors may by law be liable: — 


ist-—That constant good faith, loyalty, zeal and 
attachment to the British Government be shown and _ all 
required service performed. 


2nd.—That offenders shall not be harboured or as- 
sisted, and that crimes shall be reported and as far as 
possible prevented. * 


3rd.—That such cesses or rates, local or general, as 
may from time to time be imposed be paid. 


4th,—That all subordinate rights in the estate now 
conferred be respected. 


5¢h.—That the agricultural prosperity of the estate 
be maintained so far as is in the power of the grantee, 
his heirs and successors. . 


As long as the above obligations are observed in 
good faith so long will the British Government maintain 
the above-named Ajit SincH of Taroul in the Partab- 
garh district, in the Province of Oudh his heirs and 
successors as proprietors of the estate in confirmation 
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of which I hereunto attach my seal and signature on’ 
this the seventh day of May in the year of our Lord one 
thoysand eight hundred and eighty-one. 


(Sd.) GEORGE COUPER, 
Lieut.-Governor, N.-W. Provinces, 


and Chief Commissioner of Oudh, 


(21) 
From 
Sir GEORGE COUPER, 
Lieutenant-Governor, N.-W, Provinces, 
and Chief Commissioner, Oudh, 
To 
Raya AJIT SINGH 
, of Taroul, Partabgarh. 
Sir, 


As it has been brought to my notice that you have 
shown your mercy and liberality to the public during 
the last famine, |] therefore express my extreme pleasure 
for the same and communicate the same to you through 
this “ Parwana,” that jt may enhance your rank and 
respect.among your fellow-friends. 


I am, &c., &e., 
(Sd.) GEORGE COUPER. 
13th November, 1878. 
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(22) 


Copy of a letter No. 117-I., dated oth January, 1888, from . 
the Junior Under-Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Department, to the Government of the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh. 


In reply to your letter No, j7*i-;, dated the 21st 
November, 1887, I am directed to state that His Ex- 
cellency the Viceroy has been pleased to accept the 
recommendation of Sir Alfred Lyall that the title of 
“Raja” at present held as a personal distinction by Raja 
Ayr Sincu, Taluquadar of Taroul, be continued on his 


death for another generation in favour of his son and 
heir. 


The Raja may be so informed. 





(23) 
No. gyog OF 1888. 
From 
Tae CHIEF SECY. to GOVT.,, 
North-West Provinces & Oudh, 
To 
Raya AJIT SINGH 
of Taroul, Partabgarh District. 
Dated Allahabad, 12th March, 1888. 
7 PouiticaL DEPARTMENT. 


Sir, 


I am directed to forward to you a copy of Govern- 
ment, Foreign Department, letter No. 117-I., dated oth 
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January, 1838, continuing the title of “Raja” to your ‘son: 
and heir, 
T have the honour to be, 
. > Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Sd.) W. H. H. IMPEY, 
For Chief Secretary to Govt., 
N-W. P. & Oudh. 





(24) 
No. 2 of Naini Tal, 17th June, 1893. 


Fras 


Copy with copy of Board's letter No, g#2- of 5th 
June, 1893; forwarded to the Commissioner, Fyzabad 
Division, with reference to his No. ,/3". of the qth May, 
1893, for information and communication with intimation 
that the Mahal forming Taroul Estate and any other Mahal 
in the “Partabgarh district held solely by Raja Partab 
Bahadur Singh, Taluquadar of Taroul, may be united into 


a single Mahal under the name of Killa-i-Partabgarh. 


: By Order, etc., 
(Sd.) JOHN HOOPER, 
Secretary, Board of Revenue,” 
N-W. P. and Oudh. 





(25) 
(Copy or Sanap.) 


Raja PARTAB BAHADUR SINGH, 
Partabgarh District, in Oudh. 


J HEREBY confer upon you the title of “Raja” as an 
hereditary distinction. 


Fort Wituiam: } (Sd.) LORD ELGIN, 


1st January, 1898. Viceroy & Governor-General of India. 


AND ESTATE CF PARTABGARH IN OUDH. £09 


(26) 


No. 3 oF 1898. 


From 
Tue CHIEF SECY. to GOVT., 
North-West Provinces & Oudhy 
To 
Rasa PARTAB BAHADUR SINGH 
of Partabgarh. 
Dated Allahabad, 4th January, 1898. 
Sir, 


I am directed to forward, for your information with 
reference to page 13, copy of a Minute passed by “His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commis- 
stoner, dated 15th December, 1897, regarding the services 
rendered by Civil and Military officers and private gentle- 
men during the progress of relief operations in these 
Provinces, 


1 have the honour to be, 
“Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Sd) T. STOKER, 


Chief Secretary to Government, 
NW. P. and Oudh. 


a te) H.STORY OF THE SOMBANSI RAJ, &c. 


Fyzasap Division. 


In the Fyzabad Division the Taluquadars as a body 
headed by Maharaja Sir Partab Narain Singh, K.C.IE., 
of Ajudhia, were excellently disposed towards the Govern- 
ment, and many on their own estates did a good deal for 
their tenantry. Here I desire to prominently mention the 
following gentlemen as having given specially valuable assis- 
tance to their tenantry and neighbours during the distress :— 
Raja Tassadduq Rasul Khan, of Jehangirabad, in the Bara 
Banki district, who was most practical and helpful in provid- ” 
ing for the needs of his tenantry; Raja Partab Bahadur 
Singh, of Partabgarh, who made considerable contributions 
to the local relief fund, and did much to assist his tenantry 
and the neighbourhood. 





7 - (27) 
No. 1,7, dated Naini Tal, 7th August, 1899. 
From . 
eae 
Tue UNDER SECY. to GOVT., 
North-West Provinces & Oudh, 
To 


Tue COMMISSIONER, 
Fyzabad Division. 


GrENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT. 





‘Wiru reference to your letter No. gy, , dated 22nd 
July, 1899, 1 am directed”\o request that you will convey the 
acknowledgments of Government to Raja Partab Bahadur 
Singh of Taroul, Partabgarh district, for his liberality in 
endowing a portion of his property for the purpose of estab- 
lishing and maintaining the Ajit Anglo-Oriental Sombansi 


School at Partabgarh. 
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Raja Partab Bahadur Singh, 
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Ajit 
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Jadu Raj Singh. . 
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